
® V O L . 1 2 8       N O . 4      A P R I L  2009

www.lcms.org/witness

12
my father’s 

vineyard

16
uncovering  

history

22
hosanna,  

loud hosanna!

V O L . 1 2 8       N O . 6 / 7      J U N E / J U L Y  2009
®

Fathers and Sons



J U N E / J U LY  2 0 0 9 1

 

 

        V O L .  1 2 8      N O .  6 / 7         JUNE/JULY  2009         

DEPARTMENTS

  3 lifEliNE
  4 lETTERS
24 NOTiCES
 

26 fAMilY COUNSElOR 
27 ShEDDiNg SOME lighT 
28 SEARChiNg SCRiPTURE
29  fROM ThE PRESiDENT 

12

16

FEATURES

Providing Missouri Synod laypeople with stories and information that complement  

congregational life, foster personal growth in faith, and help interpret the contemporary world  

from a lutheran Christian perspective.

6

COMiNg iN AUgUST

•   A golden Anniversary for DCEs   
•   Engaging the Community with  

    the good News of Jesus 
•   giving Away Your Church 

22

In many ways, this is a “family” issue. Our cover story 
focuses on fathers and sons. A second story highlights a 
strong sense of family and vocation in the vineyards of 
California, while a third uncovers a bit of “family” history 
as it pertains to our Synod and its early years. In our final 
feature, Rebekah Curtis, a mother of four, offers suggestions 
for helping families with children attend worship. Our 
theme extends to several of our regular departments also, 
as well as to our online offerings. This is also our annual 
combined issue. We hope you find it enjoyable and  
informative, and we will “see you again in August.”

James H. Heine, Editor
 The Lutheran Witness
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fAThERS AND SONS  
by John W. Oberdeck      
On Father’s Day, many dads will fire up the  
barbecue grill and celebrate with their family.  
But fathers have a greater responsibility, too. 
They serve as important models for their sons.

MY fAThER’S viNEYARD  
by Gretchen Roberts  
Cindy Newkirk found a way to combine her  
callings in the vineyard and in the Scriptures.

UNCOvERiNg hiSTORY     
by Kim Plummer Krull
A Lutheran pastor’s Civil War diaries spotlight  
an ‘amazing story’ and an enduring ministry.

hOSANNA, lOUD hOSANNA!    
by Rebekah Curtis
We all love having kids in church, but what  
should we do when the crying starts?

On THE WEb
Find more information about our church 

at lcms.org. For up-to-date Synod news, visit the 
online site of Reporter, our sister publication, at 
lcms.org/reporter. At our own Web site this month, 
find these Web-exclusive stories at lcms.org/witness.

• “Living Together before Marriage”  
by Richard C. Eyer

• “Buy the Field!” by R. Reed Lessing
• “Summer Reading: Heroes, Heroines, 

and Villains,” a Classic Witness feature  
by Dean O. Wenthe
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As I sat in church, surrounded by the wonderful sounds 
of the Service of Matins, I looked for a way to dispose 
of my chewing gum. I remembered the little slips  

of bright green prayer-request paper in each pew, and I 
grabbed one.

I know this is an improper use of the little slips, and I 
immediately had the feeling God was reminding me of their 
proper use when I noticed some writing on the slip I had 
grabbed. Instead of making its way into the offering basket 
and to the altar, this neglected slip found itself back where 
it began, in the pew. Yet the prayer request it held, though 
simple, speaks volumes for our world today.

In a wonderful script typical of youngsters just learning 
to write, on the line for “Name of Individual or Happening 
to Be Prayed For” was scrawled “people in the dump,”  
with the last word running up the side of the paper.

It gets better. There was another section on the slip, 
“Specific Prayer Request(s) for the Above-Listed Name.” The 
young person dutifully continued the supplication with this: 
“Please help the people in the dump find jobs and food.”

The profound nature of this simple statement was not 
lost on me. Yes, I used another prayer-request slip for my  
flavor-depleted chewing gum. However, my thoughts 
remained with the words scrawled on the first slip:  
“Please help the people in the dump find jobs and food.”

I am certain the child must have heard a parent or  
other significant adult say something about being “down  
in the dumps,” a phrase we use when things aren’t going 
well for us.

What warmed my heart most was the apparent under-
standing and confidence of this child. That the child wrote 
this small prayer request speaks volumes, really. For me, it 
evidences a confidence in the power of prayer, the childlike 
faith St. Matthew writes about: “He called a little child and 
had him stand among them. And He said: ‘I tell you the 
truth, unless you change and become like little children,  
you will never enter the kingdom of heaven. Therefore,  
whoever humbles himself like this child is the greatest in  
the kingdom of heaven’” (18:2–4 NIV).

It is important to remember that there is a difference 
between being childish and humbling oneself like a child, 
which Jesus calls us to do. A childlike faith is unceasing in 
times of trouble, unconditional in love, and abounding in 
praise. A childlike faith is a face lit up while singing “Jesus 

Loves Me” as loud as possible in the front of the church, 
while also sneaking a wave and a smile to mom and dad.  
A childlike faith is unshakeable.

Those of us no longer considered childlike by outward 
appearances can learn a thing or two about a childlike faith 
from that prayer request for the “people in the dump.” 
Although we are to continually strive for whatever earthly 
understanding we may attain about the complexities of our 
faith and knowledge of God, we can still remain unceasing 
and unmoving in the simplicity of a childlike faith as chil-
dren of God.

Let us then pray for the “people in the dump,” because 
there are many now, whether they are members of our fam-
ily, fellow church members, our neighbors, or people in this 
nation or around the world. Our economic difficulties fell 
on the prayerful mind of a child, and as we pray for those in 
our world in need, we remember the unwavering confidence 
of a child in the strength, power, and mercy of our God, and 
the comfort, peace, and joy He offers in all circumstances.

Adam hengeveld, a member of St. Paul’s Evangelical lutheran Church, 
hartley, iowa, was graduated from Concordia University Nebraska  

May 9. he has accepted a call to teach at Zion lutheran School,  
Dallas, Texas.

A Prayer for ‘People in the Dump’

b y  A d a m  h e n g e v e l dl i f E l i N E

Photo courtesy Adam Hengeveld

I am certain the child must have heard a parent  
or other significant adult say something about  
being ‘down in the dumps,’ a phrase we use  
when things aren’t going well for us.
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“Give me life  
according to  
Your word!”

Psalm 119:25
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By faith
Regarding Dr. Paul Maier’s 

April article, “Reservations about 
the Resurrection?”: In answering 
the argument of the Resurrection 
doubters that “if the Resurrection 
really happened, it would have been 
reported exactly and with no dis-
agreements,” the author cites the 
example of his students, whose  
powers of observation miserably 
failed the test Dr. Maier planted by 
having one of his colleagues come 
disguised into his classroom to  
interrupt his lecture.

An interesting story, yes, but 
certainly Dr. Maier does not intend 
to leave the impression that the 
classroom episode is analogous to  
 

‘Together with  
all creatures’

I would like to thank Dr. Arand 
for his wonderful article “Together 
with All Creatures” in the April 
issue of The Lutheran Witness. One 
of my favorite hymns from my 
childhood in England is “All Things 
Bright and Beautiful” by Cecil 
Alexander. I thought of the hymn 
as I read the article:

All things bright and beautiful
All creatures great and small
All things wise and wonderful;
The Lord God made them all.
The Lord’s blessings!

Kathy Sorenson
Benton, La.

Counselor section of the April 
Lutheran Witness.

The answer to the son should 
have been an emphatic NO in large 
print. Just to be sure I was rational 
in my thinking, I called the local 
police department and also the 
local Alcohol Information Center 
here in Pewaukee. Both assured 
me that the legal drinking age is 
the same in all 50 states, namely, 
21. Then I asked about the father 
serving beer to his son and under-
age friends of his son in his home. 
Again, I was assured: To serve beer 
to underage friends in his home 
would be illegal; in fact, they added 
that a father may serve a beer to 
his underage son—only in his own 
home. If someone were to report 
drinking in the father’s home, not 
only would the father be arrested, 
but also any underage member at 
the party, plus any parent who 
knowingly allowed his underage 
son to drink in the friend’s home 
would also be arrested. All would 
be in violation of a Federal as well 
as a state law.

The father’s responsibility was 
to tell his son no to any beer party 
in his home, and at the same time 
remind his own son that any  
alcohol consumption on his part  
is illegal.

I feel strongly that you must 
print a correction to the article as 
soon as possible. It gives a false 
impression as to what might be 
accepted practice. Many people, 
parents as well as underage drink-
ers, could be seriously hurt, not 
realizing the legality involved.

I served as chaplain of 
the DePaul Alcohol and Drug 
Rehabilitation Hospital in 
Milwaukee for 20 years. The last 
seven years I was assigned to the 
Adolescent Unit. I know a little 
about underage users looking for 
any possible loophole to use drugs 
and alcohol. Let’s not give them 
one by suggesting that drinking in  
a buddy’s home is legal.

Chaplain Ed Eggert
Pewaukee, Wis.

what happened to the four evange-
lists, does he? To say so would be 
to imply, “Yes, the evangelists did 
get the details all mixed up, but the 
event did take place.” We dare never 
defend the fact of the Resurrection 
at the expense of assuming that the 
Spirit’s inspired penmen had a case 
of blurred remembrance.

Indeed, it might have been 
wise to mention in the article that 
ultimately we do not accept the 
Resurrection story on the basis of 
historical “proofs.” Just as it is “by 
faith we understand that the worlds 
were framed by the Word of God” 
(Heb. 11:3), so it is by faith we 
accept the fact of our Lord’s victory 
over death, faith in that inspired 
Word which brings us to Him.

Dr. Karl L. Barth
Wauwatosa, Wis.

I heartedly endorse the sen-
timents expressed in “Together 
with All Creatures.” However, as 
I see how humans are relentlessly 
destroying the natural world, I can’t 
help but wonder as to when the 
Creator’s patience will be exhausted 
with the creature He has made in 
His own image.

Finally, Dr. Arand advocates the 
humane treatment of “the animals 
we eat.” The most humane way 
we can treat food animals is adopt 
a plant-based diet. The vegetar-
ian/vegan way of life is the truly 
humane, compassionate way of life.

Tom Ramsdell
Oreland, Pa.

The answer is no
This letter is a response to 

“Party Time?” in the Family 

Just as it is ‘by faith we under-
stand that the worlds were framed by 
the Word of God’ (Heb. 11:3), so it 
is by faith we accept the fact of our 
Lord’s victory over death, faith in 
that inspired Word which brings us 
to Him.

Dr. Karl L. Barth
Wauwatosa, Wis.

Photo by istockimages.com
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Something overlooked
Thank you for your April focus 

on the colleges and universities of the 
Concordia University System, “What’s 
New at Our Concordias?” However, some 
of the programs offered at Concordia 
University Texas were not mentioned.

This academic year, Concordia 
University Texas began offering pre-
nursing courses with acceptance of 
junior-level students to the professional 
nursing courses of the nursing program 
in fall of 2010. Concordia’s nursing 
program is being developed in conjunc-
tion with the Clinical Education Center 
at Brackenridge, a member of the Seton 
Family of Hospitals, the University of 
Texas at Austin, and Austin Community 
College.

Also, Concordia has numerous 
cohorts for a master’s of education in 
Austin and other satellite centers, includ-
ing Houston, Dallas, and San Antonio.

Lisa Candido
Director of University Communications

Concordia University Texas
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Fathers  b y  J o h n  W .  O b e r d e c k

Our contemporary culture strug-
gles to answer these questions for 
several reasons, but the most obvious 
reason is because there are so many 
single-parent households, usually 
headed by mothers who are working 
very hard to do the best they can for 
the children they love. To point out 
that something’s still missing in spite 
of their best efforts seems thoughtless, 
if not cruel.

Nevertheless, if we look at the 
questions from the perspective of 
our heavenly Father, as He’s revealed 
Himself to us in His Word, we can 
affirm the influence of dads without 
heaping guilt on overworked moms. 
The Old Testament in particular has 
a lot to say about this subject; but it 
comes from a different cultural setting 
with different home-life expectations. 
Women raising children alone were  
not at all uncommon in ancient  
Israel either. In fact, the situation 
receives comment throughout the  
Old Testament.

God Cares for the Fatherless
Unlike today, when there may be 

many reasons why a boy’s father isn’t 
available, in ancient Israel there was 
generally one reason, the child was an 
orphan. The significant role provided 
by the father in the home was most 
deeply felt by its absence. That is why 
we find the word fatherless 42 times in 
the Old Testament ESV translation.

There were three circumstances 
that put a person at risk in ancient 
Israel: to be an alien (sojourner), to 

be fatherless, or to be a widow; and 
each receives special attention from 
the Lord. God Himself promises that 
He will execute justice for the father-
less and the widow (Deut. 10:18). God 
makes sure that the fatherless aren’t 
scorned or excluded from the worship 
life of the community (Deut. 16:14). 
They are granted the right to glean the 
harvest fields and to receive a portion 
of the tithe (Deut. 24:20; 26:12).

Over and over again, not only 
in the Law but also in the Prophets, 
God warns His people not to mistreat 
or cheat the fatherless (Ex. 22:22; Jer. 
22:3). To mistreat the fatherless and 
the widow is to demonstrate the worst 
forms of evil (Ps. 94:6; Mal. 3:5) but to 
care for the fatherless and the widow is 
a sign of righteousness (Job 29:12). No 
greater curse do we find in the Psalms 
than this: “May his children be father-
less” (109:9)—and that’s not merely 
wishing the death of the enemy, but 
for the desolation of his children, too. 
According to Scripture, to be without  
a father is serious business.

How serious? To be fatherless is 
so serious that the community around 
the fatherless has a responsibility to be 
“father” for the fatherless! In today’s 
world, like the Old Testament, father-
lessness can bring with it severe eco-
nomic disadvantages. Statistics tell us 
that the greatest predictor of poverty  
in the United States is single-parent 
families. Yet, there is a type of poverty 
more serious than not having one’s 
physical and material needs met as  
one might want. There are genuine 

spiritual needs. There are deep relation-
ship needs, too. I believe these needs 
are different for a boy than they are 
for a girl, and it has to do with a boy’s 
relationship with his father.

Spiritual Growth
Spiritual growth takes place as the 

Holy Spirit works through the Word to 
bring faith, and then strengthens faith 
through the Sacraments. When I was 
a child, like St. Paul (1 Cor. 13:11)  I 
thought like a child, and phrases like 
“Word and Sacrament” seemed vague 
and abstract. I couldn’t wrap my head 
around what they really meant. I need-
ed to see what those words meant in 
action. Because I had the gift of a faith-
ful Christian father, I had the example 
that I required. I needed someone to 
show me what it means to be a man  
of God and a man of faith. 

So what’s missing, especially for  
a boy, when dad’s not around? To 
answer that question, and in so doing 
to affirm the importance of a father 
in a boy’s life, I began to think about 
what I would have not seen, heard, or 
observed if I had grown up fatherless. 
What would I have missed?

Tales of an Absent Model
The first thing I would have 

missed is my earliest memory of sit-
ting on my dad’s lap in church during 
the sermon, with his big arms around 
me and me playing with his thumbs. 
I wouldn’t have seen both my par-
ents going to Communion (this was 
long before the time when small chil-

Photo by designpics.com

Are fathers really all that important? Is 

there a unique contribution that fathers 

provide for their children, particularly 

for their sons? Is there something missing in a 

boy’s life when a father isn’t present?
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andSonsdren were welcome at the rail), and 
then when they returned, kneeling in 
the pew in a prayer of thanksgiving. 
Had I been fatherless, I wouldn’t have 
observed that a man of God is humble 
before the Almighty.

Had I been fatherless, I would 
never have had my father as my sev-
enth-grade Sunday School teacher, 
nor watched him study the Bible on 
Saturday night, preparing as well as his 
farming and management skills permit-
ted so that he could engage bored, dis-

interested early adolescents. I wouldn’t 
have noticed that a man of God does 
not give up, but persists in trusting the 
Word and its power.

Had I been fatherless, he wouldn’t 
have been present for me to test myself 
against when we were harvesting the 
crop, racing down the rows to see 
who was fastest (it wasn’t me). I never 
would have overheard him speak to 
my mother as we were washing up 
for lunch those words that to this day 
continue to motivate and inspire me: 

“There’s a boy after my own heart.” 
After hearing those words, there wasn’t 
anything I wouldn’t do for my dad. If 
I had been fatherless, I wouldn’t have 
learned that a man of God is slow to 
anger, slow to criticize, but quick to 
praise and encourage those he loves.

Had I been fatherless, I would not 
have been in that neighboring church 
on a hot Sunday morning for the adult 
Baptism and confirmation of one of my 
dad’s co-workers, a woman with whom 
he had shared the account of Jesus’ 

life, death, and resurrection at the right 
time in her life so that the Holy Spirit, 
working through the Word, brought 
her to faith—a woman whose earthly 
life wouldn’t be that much longer due 
to cancer but whose eternal life of 
faith was just beginning. If I had been 
fatherless, I wouldn’t have had that 
example of a man of God sharing his 
faith in witness to Jesus Christ.

Had I been fatherless, I would not 
decades later have overheard my dad 
in conversation with the president of 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, follow-
ing the service at which I was installed 
as an assistant professor. “You must be 
proud of your son”; to which my father 
replied, “We are proud of all our chil-
dren.” Even in my late thirties, had I 
been fatherless, I wouldn’t have been 
reminded as a father myself that a man 
of God loves all of his children to the 

Unlike today, when there may 
be many reasons why a boy’s 
father isn’t available, in ancient 
Israel there was generally 
one reason, the child was an 
orphan. The significant role  
provided by the father in the 
home was most deeply felt  
by its absence. That is why  
we find the word fatherless  
42 times in the Old Testament 
ESV translation.

Photos by istockimages.com and designpics.com

Fathers and Sons
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best of his ability, prays for them, and 
thanks God when those children trust 
in Jesus.

Comparing Our Stories
I recognize that each of those 

qualities I absorbed by watching my 
father—regularity with humility in 
worship, persistence in the face of dis-
couragement in teaching God’s Word, 

judicious use of encouragement as 
motivator and reward, willingness free-
ly to share Jesus with others, and show-
ing no favoritism but appreciating each 
son or daughter for who they are—
could very well have been modeled for 
me by my mother, and in many ways 
they were. But it wouldn’t have been 
the same. I was a boy. I wanted to be  
a man. A man needed to show me.

Are you a father? Do you hope to 
be? Who has shown you? For whom 
are you the model? The great thing 
about this father-son relationship is 
that it doesn’t have to be a biologi-
cal father in order for it to work; not 
in God’s economy. He’s modeled it 
Himself for us, first by taking the title 
“Abba, Father” (Rom. 8:15) and then 
becoming our true Father by adopting 

There is a type of poverty more 
serious than not having one’s 
physical and material needs 
met as one might want. There 
are genuine spiritual needs. 
There are deep relationship 
needs, too. I believe these 
needs are different for a boy 
than they are for a girl, and  
it has to do with a boy’s 
relationship with his father.

. . . a boy as a 
child needs some-
one to look up to, 
and to want to be 
like, to have as 
a model of what 
it means to be a 
Christian man.

J U N E / J U LY  2 0 0 9 9
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What’s a Single 
Mother to Do?

Photo by istockimages.com

us as His sons (Gal. 4:5). We have been 
loved by our heavenly Father through 
Jesus Christ’s life, death, and resurrec-
tion, and through faith given us by the 
Holy Spirit, we are called His brothers 
(Heb. 2:11).

I realize that these passages are not 
to be interpreted in a gendered way—
all believing men and women are “sons 
of God” through faith in Christ Jesus, 
and we are all as much sisters as we are 
brothers in Christ. Yet, the point I want 

to make is simply this: a boy as a child 
needs someone to look up to, and to 
want to be like, to have as a model of 
what it means to be a Christian man. 
Though no Christian man would think 
himself worthy to assume such a role, 
for Christ’s sake each Christian man 
is capable of modeling what it means 
to confess sins, be forgiven, and live 
for Jesus Christ. That’s really all that’s 
needed. That much I think we can do.

Dr. John W. Oberdeck is assistant director  
for lay ministry and professor of theology  

at Concordia University Wisconsin. 
a

Fathers and Sons

The fact that God’s Word draws  
so much attention to widows and the 

fatherless emphasizes God’s special con-
cern when a male role model is absent. 

In doing so, God’s Word prohibits us from 
pretending single moms don’t have more 

pressure, stress, and responsibility.   
They do!

In our culture today a growing number of  
families are without a “father figure” in the home.  
If having an adult male to look up to is as vital to a boy’s  

maturation as I believe it is, doesn’t this place single moms  
in an impossible situation?

The fact that God’s Word draws so much attention to wid-
ows and the fatherless emphasizes God’s special concern when 
a male role model is absent. In doing so, God’s Word prohibits 
us from pretending single moms don’t have more pressure, 
stress, and responsibility. They do! They do double duty by 
shouldering the responsibilities of both mother and father!

Where, then, might there be help in providing a male  
role model? Here are some suggestions:

•  Extended family. Don’t underestimate the influence of grand-
fathers, uncles, and older cousins in partially filling the void. My 
father filled just such a role for two nephews whose father died 
when they were both under age six.

•  Congregation family. Following God’s Word to care for the 
fatherless, individual members of the Christian community can step 
in. Often, we are willing, but we don’t know how to volunteer with-
out causing offense. Many men in the congregation would be flat-
tered to find themselves asked to be a child’s male role model. Ask.

•  Neighborhood family. How would any single mom manage her 
multiple responsibilities without friends and neighbors? Neighbors 
can become fictive kin; not really related, but just as close as if they 
were. Good male role models can be found there.

•  Community family. Many communities are already sensitive to 
the developmental needs of children. “Big Brother” and “Big Sister”  
programs are designed to help the nontraditional family, and  
male role models can be found in Boy Scouts, 4-H Clubs, Junior 
Achievement organizations, and other community-based groups.

Don’t overlook the fact that boys often find their own male role 
models: a teacher, a coach, a pastor, a scout leader—even a good friend. 
But at the same time, be careful. We live in a fallen world where preda-
tors are lurking. Expect organizations to complete background checks 
on their employees and volunteers.

The key term to keep in mind is family, whether extended, congre-
gation, neighborhood, or community. Make family as large as it needs 
to be for your child. —J.W.O.
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Vineyard
My Father s ’ 

Photo courtesy Richard Baker Photography
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Gorgeous vistas of rolling hills, rows of 
vines weighed down with clusters of ripe, 
juicy grapes—the vineyard is sweet indeed 

from a wine-country tourist’s perspective. For a 
Lutheran, who may view the vineyard through the 
lens of Christ, the allusion runs deeper. “I am the 
Vine, you are the branches,” Jesus said. His very 
first miracle turned water into wine. He gives us 
wine at His supper—His most precious blood.

The vineyard is a blend of romance and reality for Cindy Steinbeck Newkirk,  
a fifth-generation farmer and at least a seventh-generation Lutheran who with her 
parents, husband, and son runs Steinbeck Vineyards in Paso Robles, Calif.

“As long as we can keep the myth of the romance of the vines alive, we’ll keep 
our business viable,” Cindy says. Managing a 500-acre vineyard operation is more 
a story of hours on the tractor, hard work through every season, and tough agricul-
tural decisions than a story of long walks through the vines, lovingly fingering the 
growing grape clusters and dreaming of the good vintage ahead.

There’s no doubt the wine industry has changed Paso Robles for the better, 
Cindy says. When she was a child, the town was no more than a bathroom stop 
halfway between San Francisco and Los Angeles. Without the green of the vines, the 
region was dusty, dry, and hot most of the year. Paso Robles’ mayor, Frank Mecham, 
says 10 years ago you could throw a bowling ball downtown and not hit anyone, 
but that’s all changed, too. As the wine region has grown, Paso Robles has metamor-
phosed from a dusty cow town into a destination with quirky shops, fine dining, 
and vibrant life.

Green Acres
Howie and Bev Steinbeck, Cindy’s parents, sowed some of the first seeds of  

the region’s renaissance. In 1982, Howie planted his first vineyard block of 50 acres, 
which he has expanded to 500 acres over the past 25 years. Howie had farmed  
barley and raised cattle since taking over the farm from his dad, but he could see 
the potential of the wine industry in the Paso Robles area and decided to lead others 
into the wave.

By 1996, Howie and Bev were ready to take additional family into the vineyard 
fold. Over Thanksgiving, the couple sat their four children down and offered a share 
in the family business to whichever sibling was most interested.

J U N E / J U LY  2 0 0 9 13

‘It was tough for me to leave my job as a DCE. I questioned 

my motives. It felt like I was giving up some sort of calling, 

so I wrestled with that the first few years of working in the 

vineyards. My brain was constantly asking, “What are you 

doing? What is your vocation?”’        —Cindy Newkirk

Cindy Newkirk  
found a way  
to combine her  
callings in the  
vineyard and  
in the Scriptures.
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For her talks, which she 
has given to such diverse 
groups as the Oklahoma 
District Convention and 
an LWML convention in  
California, Cindy brings 
in the tools of the vine-
yard: pruning shears,  
coveralls, boots, knife, 
and even a blinding 
white jumpsuit.

“Everyone pointed at me, and I raised my hand,”  
Cindy says. “My brother is a Lutheran pastor in Illinois,  
and my sister and little brother are not farmers at heart.”

At the time, Cindy was working as a director of 
Christian education at a Lutheran church in southern 
California, and her husband, Tim, was an air-traffic con-
troller. They were excited at the idea of raising their two 
children, Ryan and Stacy, in a small town like Paso Robles. 
“I grew up on the farm, and the property was a virtual play-
ground for me,” Cindy says. “The freedom and ability to 
explore made for an amazing childhood.”

The couple’s biggest challenge was deciding whether 
such a radical life change was good for them. “We wanted 
to make sure this was realistic. People say air-traffic control 
is stressful, but so is working for your father-in-law,” Cindy 
says.

Finding Her Niche 
It turns out Cindy, not Tim, had the toughest time 

adjusting back to life on the farm. Like the old saying “even 
good change comes hard,” Cindy grieved over the move.  
“It was tough for me to leave my job as a DCE,” she admits. 
“I questioned my motives. It felt like I was giving up some 
sort of calling, so I wrestled with that the first few years of 
working in the vineyards. My brain was constantly asking, 
‘What are you doing? What is your vocation?’”

Hours on the tractor gave Cindy plenty of opportunity 
for prayer and contemplation. She read the Scriptures each 
morning before work and pondered them through the day. 
“My heart was crying out, saying, ‘What have I done?’ I 
prayed to God that He would help me put my skills to use.”

Cindy began making plans to complete her mas-
ter’s degree in 16th-century reformation theology, which 
she’d started at Concordia, Irvine, while living in southern 
California. She was halfway through the program when the 
family moved to Paso Robles. At first, completing the degree 

seemed like a closed door, but eventually Cindy worked out 
a distance program with Concordia and graduated in 2002.

Still, her interests in theology and farming remained 
incongruous, and Cindy struggled with the question of her 
true calling. Finally her mind turned back to the romance 
of the vineyards, though not through rose-colored tourist’s 
glasses. She began looking at the vineyard like a true  
farmer—and a true Lutheran.

Field Discovery  
All the vines in Steinbeck Vineyards are grafted onto 

rootstocks, which produce hardier, disease-resistant plants. 
One day, as Cindy watched grafters working in the fields, 
a worker made a slice in the wood and it “bled,” a horti-
cultural term for sap that oozes out at the site of a cut. She 
thought of 1 Peter 2:24: “By His wounds you have been 
healed” (NIV), and an idea began taking root.

Cindy developed a talk she entitled “My Father’s 
Vineyard,” using the vineyard as an analogy for our life in 
Christ. “I began with Paul’s language of who we are in Christ 
Jesus, and I began connecting those thoughts with the flesh-
on-flesh union in Christ that we have in Baptism,” Cindy 
says. “Then I started putting my own language and experi-
ences into it, and I developed five different vignettes that 
relate the vineyard to our life in Christ.”

For her talks, which she’s given to such diverse groups 
as the Oklahoma District Convention and an LWML con-
vention in California, Cindy brings in the tools of the 
vineyard: pruning shears, coveralls, boots, knife, and even 
a blinding white jumpsuit. “When we spray the field, we 
wear a white jumpsuit to keep us safe from the chemicals. 
I use that with Revelation 7: “‘These in white robes—who 
are they, and where did they come from?’ . . . And he said, 
‘These are they who have come out of the great tribulation; 
they have washed their robes and made them white in the 
blood of the Lamb.’”

Photos courtesy Richard Baker Photography  
Illustrations by shutterstock.com and istockimages.com
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Her Cup Runneth Over
As if she’s not busy enough running a huge 

farm operation, serving as a member of the 
Concordia University, Irvine, Board of Regents, 
and speaking all over the U.S., Cindy Newkirk 
has several other projects up her sleeve that  
feed into her desire to teach and serve others  
as a mask of God.

As vice chairman of the Paso Robles  
Wine Country Alliance, Cindy helps promote  

the region by serving as a host and spokesperson for the  
wine industry.

Steinbeck Winery is the family’s first foray into wine- 
making after 25 years of supplying grapes to winemakers 
around the region. “I wanted a bottle of our own wine for my 
talks,” Cindy explains. They’ve produced a Viognier, a fragrant 
and powerful white wine, and a bold, elegant red blend called 
Crash, both available in California.

The Steinbeck family has teamed up with the international 
Urban Farming organization to grow fresh fruits and vegetables 
for families in need in a human-care effort called Vineyards 
Growing Veggies. The one-acre plot, adjacent to the family 
home, is tended by about 30 community volunteers, who have 
harvested tomatoes, peppers, squash, melons, cucumbers, 
and herbs to feed more than 5,000 meals to the hungry in  
San Luis Obispo County.

NEWK-IT!, Cindy’s daily inspirational/devotional e-mail, 
goes out to hundreds each morning with a reflection on  
a daily Scripture reading. To join the list, write Cindy at  
cindynewkirk@yahoo.com.—G.R.

Below: Surrounded by vineyards, Tim and Cindy Newkirk (front) and 
Brady and Cathy Winter, lutheran friends and owners of San Marcos 
Creek Winery in Paso Robles, share a toast in the vintage Jeep  
Cindy uses for farm work and Wine Yard tours.

Cindy’s audiences usually have two reactions: one, they 
fall in love with the vineyard theme and the idea of a life 
grounded in the soil; and two, they are stunned to see the 
intangible concept of our life in Christ made both tangible 
and spiritual through her presentation. “People say it makes 
them laugh and cry within a 10-minute period,” Cindy says. 

A New Mission Field  
The romance of the vine persists: the majority of ques-

tions after Cindy’s presentations aren’t Scripture-related; 
they’re vineyard-related. And so another idea was born: The 
Wine Yard, a two-hour educational presentation and tour of 
Steinbeck Vineyards that takes wine lovers beyond the tast-
ing room, from an empty plot of land to the finished wine.

Even at The Wine Yard, where Cindy’s audience isn’t 
other Christians, but wine lovers who have come to learn 
about the grape-growing process, Cindy finds herself teach-
ing through the lens of faith. “God brings me all kinds of 
people through this adventure. He has allowed me to build  

a mission field right here,” she says. Perhaps most impor-
tant, she has reconciled two seemingly incompatible  
vocations into a satisfying symbiotic relationship.

“We live in the mercy of God, and we live in our call-
ings, and it looks different for every single person. I have 
found mine, presenting the truths of Scripture through the 
vineyard, and then running the family business through 
those eyes.”

gretchen Roberts (www.gretchenroberts.net) is a wine and food  
writer and the wife of an lCMS campus pastor. She is a member of  
first lutheran Church, Knoxville, Tenn., where she is the president  

of the lWMl society. 
a

Cindy Steinbeck Newkirk, a member of Trinity lutheran Church,  
Paso Robles, Calif., will present her talk, “in My father’s vineyard,” 
during a Concordia University System reception at the 33rd Biennial 

Convention of the lWMl June 25–28 in Portland, Ore. 
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At Concordia Historical 
Institute, the discovery of a 
Lutheran pastor’s Civil War 

diaries spotlights an ‘amazing 
story’ and an enduring ministry.

When Pastor Lee Hagan is having a tough day, he 
can recall the ministry of a predecessor at St. Paul 
Lutheran Church in Concordia, Mo., nearly 150 

years ago.
On Oct. 5, 1862, after trudging through the rain to bap-

tize twins at the home of the town blacksmith, Rev. Franz 
Julius Biltz was enjoying supper with the blacksmith’s family 
and some guests. Suddenly, shouting, cursing men on horse-
back surrounded the house. Bushwhackers—Confederate  
guerillas—took Biltz and 10 others hostage.

The bushwhackers killed or wounded six of their hos-
tages. Biltz lost only his overcoat, his watch, and some money 
before he was set free. When he returned home later that 

Photo by Rachel Brandon

Uncovering 
History
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night, he found his home had been 
ransacked. His wife and children stood 
outside, crying and praying.

“Nothing I’ve faced comes any-
where near what Biltz faced,” says 
Hagan, St. Paul’s current pastor. “One 
minute he’s celebrating Baptisms with 
the family, and the next thing he 
knows, he’s kidnapped by bushwhack-
ers. It’s an amazing story.”

Today, that “amazing story” finds 
itself in the spotlight with the recent 
discovery of six of Biltz’s Civil War-era 
diaries at Concordia Historical Institute 
(CHI), the Synod’s official department 
of archives and history. The slim, 
bound volumes document a remark-
able—and perhaps remarkably little-
known—story of German Lutheran 
immigrants who abhorred slavery but, 
ironically, founded one of the Synod’s 
oldest congregations in the heart of 
one of Missouri’s staunchest slave- 
owning counties.

A Rare Find
Earlier this year, CHI Interim 

Director Rev. Marvin Huggins found 
the Biltz diaries while looking for 
another document. For decades, 
the books were mistakenly assumed 
to have belonged to the late Rev. 
Theodore Walther, whose widow 
donated papers to CHI in 1960. 
Walther was the grandson of both 
Biltz and Dr. C.F.W. Walther, the first 
Missouri Synod president, and the two 
family trees intertwined with the mar-
riage of Biltz’s daughter and Walther’s 
son.

While few people outside of 
Concordia, Mo., may know about Biltz, 
Huggins is an exception. He immedi-
ately recognized the journals’ signifi-
cance to both Synod and Civil War  
history. Reproductions of pages 
from the diaries will be on display 
when the new Concordia Historical 
Institute Museum opens at the LCMS 
International Center in St. Louis July 
26. (See related story.)

Huggins expects the diaries—
which include a volume for each of  
the Civil War years, 1861 through 

1865, and also for 1869—to catch the 
attention of Civil War buffs, especially 
as hoopla builds for the 2011 sesqui-
centennial of the beginning of the 
deadliest war in American history.

Writing with what Huggins sur-
mises was a steel-tipped pen dipped 
in ink, Biltz records troop movements 
and fights in western Missouri as well 
as famous battles such as Bull Run and 
Gettysburg. On April 14, 1865, Biltz 
wrote: “President Lincoln shot, 10:45 
p.m.; died 15th at 7:22 a.m.”

While Biltz used the books much 
like diaries, Huggins explains that the 
volumes were actually a yearly publica-
tion similar to today’s Lutheran Annual. 
Printed in German in Allentown, Pa., 
the books listed every Lutheran pas-
tor in America for that year, including 
Biltz, and included an almanac-like 
calendar with blank pages for personal 
notations. It’s on these pages that Biltz 
recounted Civil War-related activities 
and made general notes about  

Baptisms, burials, and purchases. One 
example of the latter: “Tea, 35 cents; 
matches, 10 cents; pencils, 20 cents.”

Longtime St. Paul’s member Ed 
Nierman is pleased the Biltz diaries 
highlight a little-known chapter in 
early LCMS history. “This was a unique 
community of German Lutherans who 
settled in a county full of slave own-
ers and southern sympathies,” says 
Nierman, whose ancestors helped 
found St. Paul’s in 1840—seven years 
before the Synod’s founding. “I don’t 
think many people know how influen-
tial Biltz was to this community and 
to our church. Certainly a lot of the 
younger people don’t.”

Nierman points out that even 
before the secessionist raiders targeted 
the German Lutherans, Biltz faced 
challenges. As a 13-year-old orphan, 
he left Saxony for America in 1839 
with a half-sister and some 700 other 
Lutherans led by Martin Stephan. 
Arriving first in New Orleans, and then 

Suddenly, shouting, cursing men on horseback  
surrounded the house . . . took Biltz and 10 others hostage. 

At left: Rev. lee hagan, pastor of St. Paul lutheran 
Church, Concordia, Mo., with the tombstone of  
Rev. f. J. Biltz and his wife, Marie.

J U N E / J U LY  2 0 0 9 17
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St. Louis, the group eventually settled in Perry County, Mo. 
Later that year, Biltz enrolled in the first class of the “Log 
Cabin College” in Perry County, the predecessor of today’s 
Concordia Seminary.

Called to a Frontier Congregation
In 1860, the 35-year-old pastor answered a call to serve 

St. Paul’s, a growing congregation of German Lutherans in 
western Missouri’s Lafayette County. Since the 1830s, immi-
grant families had been drawn to Lafayette County by the 
area’s rich, productive farmland.

When Biltz arrived, Lafayette County was a stepping-off 
point for pioneers heading to the frontier. The county also 
held the dubious distinction of being among Missouri’s top 
slave-holding communities. While the German Lutherans 
supported the Union, many of their neighbors sided with 
the Confederacy.

The new pastor’s annual compensation “was something 
like $300 a year, plus firewood—which doesn’t sound like he 
was getting paid enough to get shot at,” says Nierman, refer-
ring to the repeated assaults on Biltz and his congregants.

Biltz wrote only brief notes in his diaries, mostly in 
German. Greater detail about several Civil War episodes  

are filled in by Huggins and Nierman, plus two written 
sources—a history compiled for St. Paul’s 150th anniver-
sary and Independent Immigrants: A Settlement of Hanoverian 
Germans in Western Missouri (University of Missouri Press, 
2007) by Robert W. Frizzell, a book in which Biltz and his 
flock play prominent roles.

Biltz’s post-Baptism kidnapping on Oct. 5, 1862, marked 
a gruesome attack on the German Lutherans. In his diary, 
Biltz calls the date “a remarkable day,” and lists the name 
of each person killed or wounded. The pastor also notes his 
payment for baptizing the blacksmith’s twins: $2.50.

Another incident is noted on July 13, 1863, when 
guerillas captured and killed four of St. Paul’s young men. 
As Biltz officiated at the funeral, news of approaching 
Confederates interrupted the service, prompting mourners to 
flee into nearby woods and cornfields. The funeral resumed 
when another report confirmed that the approaching troops 
were Union soldiers, not Confederates.

Biltz documents a third atrocity on Oct. 10, 1864. After 
a bugle sounded a bushwhacker alert, 100 citizens gathered 
at St. Paul’s. One group rode on horseback to confront the 
enemy, and a fight ensued. “Attacked by guerillas, 24 of our 
men slain, mostly after wounded or captured,” Biltz wrote.

Photos by James Heine

Earlier this year, CHI Interim Director Rev. Marvin Huggins found the Biltz diaries 
while looking for another document. For decades, the books were mistakenly assumed to have 
belonged to the late Rev. Theodore Walther, whose widow donated papers to CHI in 1960. 
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The diary’s Oct. 11 entry: “Buried 13 in our graveyard.”
Those 13 tombstones still stand in the St. Paul’s 

Cemetery, located just over a mile from the current church. 
But the markers are only one of many reminders that 
Concordia’s Lutherans paid a heavy price for their anti- 
slavery beliefs—and persevered with a faith and commit-
ment that endures nearly 150 years later.

The Civil War ended in 1865, leaving behind a shadow 
of lost lives, burned homes, and looted businesses. Still, 
according to St. Paul’s history, the church continued its 
steady growth as “the congregation stood united in faith 
and prayer, and Pastor Biltz faithfully led his flock with  
the Word of God.”

From Yesterday to Today
Today, St. Paul’s remains a thriving congregation of 

1,700 members. Many current members bear the same  
family names as those served in Biltz’s day: Brackmann, 
Frerking, Fiene, Oetting.

Even Concordia’s name is part of the Biltz legacy. When 
he came to St. Paul’s, the community was vaguely known as 
“Cook’s Store.” In 1865, Biltz was appointed to serve as post-
master, giving him the opportunity to name the post office. 
His choice: a solidly Lutheran name but, considering the 
violence of the Civil War, a bit ironic. Biltz called the post 
office (and, subsequently, the town) Concordia, a Latin term 
that means “hearts in harmony.”

Biltz remains St. Paul’s longest-serving pastor (1860–
1901). As a pastor, he had a zeal for missions and education. 
Under his leadership, St. Paul’s founded daughter congrega-
tions, including churches at Emma, Alma, and Norborne,  
all towns where LCMS members still worship today.

Biltz’s leadership also expanded beyond Missouri. As 
president of the Synod’s Western District (an area that 
included all land west of the Mississippi River), Biltz recog-
nized the need to train pastors to serve bands of German 
Lutheran immigrants and others settling the rapidly expand-
ing frontier. In 1883, he urged his congregation to shoulder 
the financial burden for opening a Lutheran preparatory 
school, St. Paul’s Academy. Today, Saint Paul Lutheran High 
School is a boarding high school that continues to prepare  
students for Christian leadership. The school draws students 
from throughout the world, and alumni include more than 
1,000 pastors.

The diary’s Oct. 11 entry: ‘Buried 13 in our graveyard.’    
On April 14, 1865, Biltz wrote: ‘President Lincoln shot, 10:45 p.m.; died 15th at 7:22 a.m.’ 

At left: Rev. Marvin huggins, interim director of the Concordia  
historical institute, with one of Rev. Biltz’s diaries.  
Below: The red arrow in Biltz’s 1865 diary points to an entry noting 
lee’s surrender at  Appomattox. The next entry notes President  
lincoln’s assassination.
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Reproductions of pages from the 
Civil War-era diaries of Rev. Franz 
Julius Biltz will be among the pictures, 
documents, and artifacts that will 
be on display when the Concordia 
Historical Institute (CHI) Museum 
opens at the LCMS International 
Center in St. Louis. The dedication 
is set for 2 p.m. CDT, July 26.

The 3,500 sq. ft. museum will 
provide an overview of LCMS his-
tory, beginning with the Reformation 
through the 20th century. Five rooms 
will each focus on a different empha-
sis:

The Reformation, including 
many 16th century items pertaining  
to Martin Luther.

Immigration, highlighting 
groups that composed the early Synod, 
including the German Lutherans who 
settled in Perry County, Mo.

19th century, beginning with 
the Synod’s founding in 1847 and 
organized by various ministries related 
to education, outreach, music, wor-

ship, and publications. (The Biltz  
diaries will be in this room, included 
with an exhibit on ministry during  
the Civil War.)

Missions, beginning with early 
ministry with Native Americans and 
African Americans in the United States 
and in major foreign mission fields.

20th century, highlighting 
the transition from a predominantly 
German-language to English-language 
church and auxiliary organizations  
such as the Lutheran Women’s 
Missionary League and the Lutheran 
Laymen’s League.

The new museum enables a major 
increase in space for exhibits by CHI, 
the Synod’s archives and history 
department. The CHI headquarters 
remains on the grounds of Concordia 
Seminary, Clayton, Mo., where CHI 
continues to feature rotating exhibits 
about LCMS history.

The CHI Museum at the 
International Center will be open  
8 a.m. to 4 p.m., weekdays. Tours  

are self-guided, and admission is free.  
No reservations are required, but 
groups are encouraged to give ad- 
vance notice. For more information,  
call 314-505-7900 or visit  
http://chi.lcms.org.          —K.P.K.

“We continue to prepare leaders to 
declare Christ to a dying world,” says 
Rev. Paul Mehl, Saint Paul’s executive 
director. “We still maintain the same 
purpose that began with Pastor Biltz in 
the 1880s.”

Also located on the Saint 
Paul campus is the Rural Ministry 
Leadership Center, an LCMS program 
aimed at strengthening existing con-
gregations and starting new ministries 
in rural areas and small towns. The 
center, quite appropriately, is based in 
Biltz Hall.

Other reminders of this Lutheran 
pastor pop up in more unlikely spots—
at the local McDonald’s, where Biltz 
appears in a Concordia history mural, 
and on the street sign marking “BILTZ 
DR.” In another appropriate mesh-
ing of history with the contemporary, 
Pastor Hagan and his wife, Jill, recently 
moved to the street named for his St. 
Paul’s predecessor.

And most Wednesdays find Ed 
Nierman and other members of the 
Saint Paul Lutheran High School 
Historical Society at the school, sorting 
through papers and pictures, including 
many that reference the institution’s 
founder. The group’s goal is to archive 
a collection for display and presenta-
tions.

Nierman hopes one day to visit 
the new CHI Museum in St. Louis and 
see the pages reproduced from the Biltz 
diaries. Despite the passage of nearly 
150 years, the actual diaries remain 
amazingly sturdy—much like the min-
istry of a pioneering German Lutheran 
pastor whose faith, commitment, and 
leadership continues to touch lives 
today. 

Kim Plummer Krull is an editor-at-large  
for The Lutheran Witness and a member  

of St. Paul’s lutheran Church, Des Peres, Mo. 
a

A New CHI Museum Shares LCMS History

Rev. lee hagan and his wife, Jill, live on  
a street named after his predecessor.

Rev. franz Julius Biltz

20 T H E  L U T H E R A N  W I T N E S S Photo by Rachel Brandon;  Rev. Biltz photo courtesy Concordia Historical Institute 
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We all love having 
kids in church! Their 

bright faces and sweet 
voices show us  

how beautifully the  
family of God grows.

And then  
the crying starts.

Hosanna,   l O U D Hosanna! 
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Suddenly, a mom is embarrassed. The people in the next 
pew are annoyed. The ushers in back get antsy. The pastor 
can’t very well stop mid-Collect to help. What’s a congrega-
tion to do? Here are some ideas for everyone involved.

For Parents
Church requires planning just like any other family 

activity. If you have a baby or very young children, come 
equipped with special, quiet church toys to hold your little 
ones’ attention during the months when the service itself 
won’t. Make arrangements with a church friend beforehand 
for care of older children left in the pew if you have to take 
out a baby or toddler. 

If your child becomes noisy and cannot be quieted 
quickly and sufficiently, take her out. Remember that people 
with hearing loss cannot distinguish between background 
noise and your pastor’s voice, so it’s important that there  
be as little “noise pollution” as possible in church.

If you have to leave with your child and miss Con-
fession and Absolution, the sermon, or Holy Communion, 
ask your pastor to catch you up after the service or sometime 
during the week.

For Pastors
Give your ushers clear instructions on how to assist 

a parent with a noisy child. Tell them when to approach 
parents who do not take out a noisy child, and where they 
should be directed. Remind them to be polite and patient, 
even though noisy children aren’t.

Put a regular announcement in your bulletin letting 
parents know that you don’t want them to miss anything. 
Tell them you will be glad to meet with them at another 
time if they are gone during Absolution or Communion,  
and where copies or recordings of your sermon are available.

If you notice a parent leaving with a child during the 
service, seek her out afterward to schedule a make-up session 
for whatever she missed.

Offer temporary shut-in status to new mothers until 
they are able to attend services again. This is especially help-
ful if a mother has had a Cesarean section, for parents of 
multiples, or if a baby is born during cold and flu season  
and has a doctor’s order against public appearances.

Encourage parents to bring children of all ages to the 
Divine Service and demonstrate to parishioners how infants 
and children are to be welcomed there (Mark 10:13–16).

For Ushers
Ask your pastor how he wants you to assist families 

with noisy children in church.

If your church has a nursery, be available to help par-
ents who want to use it find their way there.

Not all parents want to take children to toy-filled nurs-
eries because they can serve as incentives for toddlers and 
preschoolers to misbehave. If parents of a noisy child do not 
want to use the nursery, direct them to whatever other space 
is available.

Exercise discretion as to which children are truly  
disruptive and which are making a joyful noise unto the 
Lord. Crying bothers everyone, but most people don’t mind  
a baby who does some quiet chirping in church.

For Parishioners without Children
When you see a parent in trouble, offer to help with 

older children, carry a diaper bag, clean up a mess, or do 
whatever needs to be done.

If you’re so inclined, offer to assist more formally by  
sitting with or near a large or single-parent family regularly.

If you are a church assistant for a family, you will help 
most by teaching children how to behave well in church:  
Help them stand, kneel, look up hymns, fold their hands, 
make the sign of the cross, sing, and generally learn the  

congregation’s part. The more children are actively involved 
in the service, the more they understand that the gift of  
forgiveness we receive in church is for them too (and the 
fewer tricks parents have to bring along!).

Ask the parents before offering a snack, toy, or other 
diversion to a child.

Demonstrate good behavior in church. That two-year-
old who likes to turn around and watch you will learn to 
sing if she sees you and everyone else singing just like her 
dad is. Make silly faces with her after the benediction, when 
it’s fine for her to laugh as loudly as she wants!

For Everyone
Keep in mind that parents work extra hard to get every-

one to church on Sunday. No one is more unhappy about 
a noisy kid in church than the parent responsible for him. 
When a noisy child isn’t being removed promptly enough  
for your tastes, take the opportunity to exercise Christian 
charity by remembering how very much those parents want 
to be there, as indicated by the fact that they’re there with 
kids at all. The children will sing their praises, the simplest 
and the best, if we teach them how together.

Rebekah Curtis, a mother of four, is thankful for the church friends  
who sit with her every Sunday while her husband conducts services  

at Trinity lutheran Church, Worden, ill.
a
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Hosanna,   l O U D Hosanna! 
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N O T I C E S

Note: The “official notices” are published for a 
single purpose only: giving notice of a result, namely, 
changes in the Synod’s membership rosters by the 
addition or deletion of the names of individuals 
and congregations. It is not always appropriate that 
reasons for the changes be identified in the published 
notices. Since a change can occur for any of a variety 
of reasons, no assumptions may be made merely from 
the fact that a change has occurred.—Ed.

Official Notices— 
From the Districts

JENNIFER HAFFER and TRINA LIEB 
were removed from the Ministers of Religion—
Commissioned roster of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod and are, therefore, no longer 
eligible for a call. PAMELA KALBAS and CORALEE 
LEIMER resigned from the Ministers of Religion—
Commissioned roster of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod and are, therefore, no longer eligible  
for a call.—Rev. Ray G. Mirly, President, LCMS 
Missouri District.

SUE ANN HEIDLE, SUE EASTON, and CAROL 
ASHBY resigned from the Ministers of Religion—
Commissioned roster of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod and are, therefore, no longer eligible to 
receive a call. DEBRA HULL, MARY FAY KRAGEL, and 
VALERIA A. LOPEZ were removed from the Ministers 
of Religion—Commissioned roster of The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod due to non-response and are, 
therefore, no longer eligible for a call.—Dr. Gerhard C. 
Michael Jr., President, LCMS Florida—Georgia District.

REV. MANUEL IGNACIO PANIAGUA, Veracruz, 
Mexico, resigned from the Ministers of Religion—
Ordained roster of The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod (see Page 374 of the Lutheran Annual 2009)  
and is, therefore, no longer eligible for a call.—Dr. 
Daniel P. May, President, LCMS Indiana District.

REV. DONALD A. BARBER, Morganton, N.C., 
resigned from the Ministers of Religion—Ordained 
roster of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and 
is, therefore, no longer eligible for a call.—Dr. Jon T. 
Diefenthaler, President, LCMS Southeastern District.

Official Notices— 
Colloquies

PHILIP J. MEYER, Chubbuck, Idaho, has 
submitted an application for the Pastoral Colloquy 
Program through The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod. JONATHAN GURGEL, Brown Deer, Wis., 
and NATHANIEL WATT, Green Bay, Wis., have sub-
mitted their applications for the Teacher Colloquy 
Program of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
through CUEnet. RICHARD J. GRUNEWALD, Clinton 
Township, Mich., has submitted an application for 
the Family Life Ministry Colloquy Program of The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod through Concordia 
University, Ann Arbor, Mich. Correspondence regard-
ing their applications should be directed within four 
weeks after publication of this notice to Dr. William 
R. Diekelman, Chairman, Colloquy Committee, The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, 1333 S. Kirkwood 
Road, St. Louis, MO 63122-7295.

CORISSA SHEETS, N. Las Vegas, Nev.; LEIGH 
SANDLIN, Long Beach, Calif.; LAURIE NELSON, 
Tucson, Ariz.; and KATHERINE HOLDEN, Tucson, 
Ariz., have completed all requirements of the Teacher 
Colloquy Program of The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod and are, therefore, eligible to receive a call. 
—Dr. Becky Peters, Director Colloquy Program, 
Concordia University, Irvine, 1530 Concordia West, 
Irvine, CA 92612-3203.

EMILY ANDERSON, Altura, Minn., has com-
pleted all requirements of the Teacher Colloquy 
Program of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and 

is, therefore, eligible to receive a call.—Dr. Stephen C. 
Stohlmann, Director of Colloquy, Concordia University, 
275 Syndicate St. N., St. Paul, MN 55104.

JULIA D. BELL, Seymour, Ind., has completed all 
requirements of the Teacher Colloquy Program of The 
Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and is, therefore,  
eligible to receive a call.—Mark A. Waldron, Director  
of Teacher Colloquy, Concordia University Chicago, 
7400 Augusta St., River Forest, IL 60305-1499.

JAIME STRICKERT from the LCMS Michigan 
District has completed all requirements of the Teacher 
Colloquy Program of The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod and is, therefore, eligible to receive a call.—
Rev. Albert L. Garcia, Ph.D., Director of Lay Ministry/
Teacher Colloquy Program, Concordia University 
Wisconsin, 12800 N. Lake Shore Drive, Mequon, WI 
53097-2418.

KATHLEEN HARRIS, San Angelo, Texas, has 
completed all requirements of the Teacher Colloquy 
Program of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
and is, therefore, eligible to receive a call.—Dr. Jim 
McConnell, Dean, College of Education, Assistant 
Colloquy Program Director, Concordia University 
Texas, 11400 Concordia University Drive, Austin, TX 
78726.

Official Notices— 
Requests for Reinstatement

RICHARD A. HOWARD, Summit, Ill., has applied 
for reinstatement to the Ministers of Religion—
Ordained roster of The Lutheran Church—Missouri 
Synod. CORRINE STEINBRENNER, Batavia, Ill., and 
MELINDA G. ZOCH, Elgin, Texas, have applied for  
reinstatement to the Ministers of Religion—
Commissioned roster of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod. Correspondence regarding these 
applications should be directed to the undersigned for 
receipt no later than July 5.—Dr. Raymond L. Hartwig, 
Secretary, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod,  
1333 S. Kirkwood Road, St. Louis, MO 63122-7295.

Notice to Promote to Continuing 
Level (Tenure)

The Board of Regents of Concordia University, 
St. Paul, Minn., herewith gives notice of intent to 
grant tenure to DR. JAMES GIMBEL. Any comments 
concerning this intent should be addressed within six 
weeks after publication of this notice to Dr. Robert 
Holst, Executive Officer, Board of Regents, 275 
Syndicate St. N., St. Paul, MN 55104-5494.

Positions
The Lutheran Witness welcomes notices for posi-

tions available at affiliated entities and Recognized 
Service Organizations of The Lutheran Church—
Missouri Synod. The deadline for receipt of such 
notices is the 20th of the month two months prior to 
the publication month. However, because the June 
and July issues are combined, the deadline is June 
20 for the August issue and July 20 for the September 
issue. Send notices to karen.higgins@lcms.org.—Ed.

The following institutions of the Concordia 
University System (CUS) are seeking candidates for 
positions described below:

Concordia University, Irvine, Calif., seeks to 
fill the following faculty positions: Christian educa-
tion/district youth and family life ministry facili-
tator, exercise and sport science.

Concordia University Texas, Austin, Texas, 
seeks to fill the following faculty position: dean of 
students.

Concordia University Wisconsin, Mequon, 
Wis., seeks to fill the following faculty position: 
accounting.

For more information about these and other 
 CUS positions, including complete job descriptions, 
qualifications, and application process, visit 
http://www.lcms.org/cusjobs and click on “Positions 
Available at Our Campuses.”

Anniversaries
The Lutheran Witness welcomes notices of  

no more than 50 words from LCMS congregations  
about their upcoming “milestone” anniversaries.  
The deadline for receipt of such notices is the 20th of 
the month two months prior to the publication month. 
However, because the June and July issues are com-
bined, the deadline is June 20 for the August issue 
and July 20 for the September issue. Send notices to  
karen.higgins@lcms.org.—Ed.

Faith, Sioux City, Iowa, will celebrate its 50th 
anniversary at the 9:15 a.m. worship service on June 7, 
followed with a dinner. The theme is “Jubilee of Faith.” 
Contact the church office at 712-258-4820.

Zion Lutheran Church of Harvester, St. 
Charles, Mo., will celebrate its 125th anniversary on 
June 7. Dr. Paul Devantier will preach at the 8 and 
10:30 a.m. worship services. A church picnic will follow 
the late service. The celebration continues on Aug. 23. 
Rev. Tom Harries, former music director at Zion, will 
preach.

St. Paul, Readlyn, Iowa, will celebrate its 100th 
anniversary at the 9 a.m. and 2 p.m. worship services 
on June 14. Rev. Ken Klaus, speaker of “The Lutheran 
Hour,” will be guest speaker. A meal will be served 
between the services at noon. Contact the church  
office at 319-279-3961.

Immanuel, Lincoln, Neb., will celebrate its 
100th anniversary throughout 2009. Gary Thies of 
LCMS World Mission will give a presentation at 9:15 
a.m., July 12. A potluck will be served at noon. Dr. 
Wallace Schulz will be guest preacher at the 8 a.m. 
and 10:45 a.m. services on Oct. 18. A catered dinner 
will be served at noon. Reservations are needed for 
the dinner. Contact the church office by e-mail at 
ImmanuelLutheran@juno.com; 402-474-6275.

Christ (Pipe Lake), Comstock, Wis., will 
celebrate its 100th anniversary with a 9 a.m. worship 
service, fellowship, 10:30 a.m. program, and noon meal 
on July 19. Another program of remembrance and fel-
lowship will follow the noon meal for those unable to 
attend the morning service. Telephone 715-986-4447.

Trinity, Waterville, Minn., will celebrate 
its 100th anniversary at the 7:45 and 10 a.m. Divine 
Services on July 26. Dr. John Wohlrabe, third vice-presi-
dent of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, will be  
guest preacher. A dinner will be served at 11 a.m.  
with a program to follow. Contact the church office  
at 507-362-8133 or pastormumme@gmail.com.

Christ, Wathena, Kan., will celebrate its  
125th anniversary with a special service at 10:15 a.m., 
Aug. 9, with lunch and activities to follow.

St. Paul’s, Cheney, Kan., will celebrate its 
125th anniversary throughout the year, which includes 
an open house on Saturday, Aug. 22, and Celebration 
Sunday on Aug. 23, with former pastor Dr. Kenneth 
Block as speaker. A catered meal will follow the  
morning worship service. Contact the church office  
at 316-542-0115.

Concordia, Oak Harbor, Wash., will celebrate 
its 50th anniversary with worship at 9 a.m. and 3 p.m., 
Sept. 20. Former pastors will be guest speakers. Dinner 
at the CPO Club will be served at noon. Refreshments 
and fellowship are planned following the afternoon 
service. Contact the church office at 360-675-2548 or 
e-mail bfoels@verizon.net.

Our Redeemer, Bloomington, Ill., will cele-
brate its 50th anniversary on Sept. 20. Dr. Reed Lessing 
will be the guest preacher at the morning worship ser-
vices. An afternoon banquet will be served. Contact the 
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church office at 309-662-3935 or by e-mail at office@
OurRedeemerLCMS.net.

In Memoriam
Obituary information is provided by district 

offices to the Synod’s Office of Rosters and Statistics. 
Any questions about content should be referred, there-
fore, to the appropriate district office.—Ed.

 
          ORDAINED
COYNER, CONRAD HARTMAN; March 26, 

1916, Los Angeles, Calif., to Jan. 12, 2009, Willits, Calif.; 
son of Rev. Edgar Coyner and Emma Hartman; gradu-
ated St. Louis, 1943. Served 1944–1979, 2000–2007. 
Ministries/parishes: Los Angeles, San Diego, Artois, 
Orland, Selma, Fresno, Tracy, Manteca, Pinole, Willits, 
Calif.; Burns, Ore.; retired 2007. Survivors: Ellen 
(Cummings) Coyner; daughters: Carol Krell, Elaine 
Warner. Funeral and interment: Jan. 17, 2009, Willits, 
Calif. 

KORTE, CARL E.; Nov. 12, 1926, Akron, Ohio, 
to Feb. 15, 2009, Bloomington, Ill.; son of Henry and 
Mary (Beckman) Korte; graduated St. Louis, 1950. 
Served 1950–1991. Ministries/parishes: Redfield, 
Doland, Rockham, Aurora, Brookings, S.D.; Danvers, 
Minier, Ill.; retired 1991. Preceded in death by his first 
wife, Dorothy (Liss) Korte. Survivors: Cleo (Kyle) 
Korte; daughter: Susan Regetz.; step-sons: Jim Kyle, 
Jeff Kyle. Funeral: Feb. 19, 2009, Bloomington, Ill.; 
interment: Feb. 19, 2009, Danvers, Ill. 

MENDELMAN, GABRIEL HOLMES; June 
23, 1929, Passaic, N.J., to Feb. 10, 2009, Austin, Texas; 
son of Robert and Helen (Holm) Mendelman; gradu-
ated St. Louis, 1956. Served 1957–1998. Ministries/par-
ishes: Blackwood, N.Y.; Annapolis, Md.; retired 1998. 
Survivors: sons: Eric, Joel; daughters: Elise Campbell, 
Laura James, Krista Wessel. Memorial service: March 
7, 2009, Austin, Texas; Annapolis, Md.; cremation.

PETERS, EDGAR L.; Nov. 7, 1926, Woodworth, 
Ill., to March 21, 2009, Paxton, Ill.; son of Fredrick and 
Emma (Dittmer) Peters; colloquy, 1994. Served 1994–
2002, 2003–2009. Ministries/parishes: Loda, Osman, Ill. 
Preceded in death by his first wife, Bernice (Schewe) 

Peters. Survivors: Wyllodine (Riggleman) Peters; son: 
James; daughters: Deborah Foster, Judith Vogel, Cheryl 
Rule, Kristen; stepdaughters: Diane Banta, Brenda 
Tyler. Funeral: March 25, 2009, Osman, Ill.; interment: 
March 25, 2009, Woodworth, Ill.

RIEDEL, HUBERT W.; Aug. 29, 1926, 
Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada, to Feb. 22, 2009, 
Centerville, Ohio; son of Rev. Martin and Anna (Duerr) 
Riedel; graduated St. Louis, 1950. Served 1952–1988. 
Ministries/parishes: Columbus, Garfield Heights, Ohio; 
Milwaukee, Wis.; retired 1988. Preceded in death by 
his wife, Rose Marie (von Keller) Riedel. Survivors: 
daughters: Pamela Stenborg, Gail Jones, Paula Brown, 
Andrea Machicao. Memorial service: May 9, 2009, 
Garfield Heights, Ohio; cremation. 

RUTZ, KARL WILLIAM; Feb. 25, 1930, 
Chicago, Ill., to Jan. 31, 2009, Roseville, Minn.; son 
of Emil and Bertha (Irsch) Rutz; graduated St. Louis, 
1956. Served 1958–1993. Ministries/parishes: Atlanta, 
Ga.; Baguio City, Philippines; St. Paul, Minn.; retired 
1993. Survivors: Lillie (Luecker) Rutz; son: Rev. John; 
daughters: Karen Gramenz, Pamela Gross. Funeral and 
interment: Feb. 4, 2009, Roseville, Minn.

SMITH, GUY BRAGDON; Sept. 12, 1926, 
Chicago, Ill., to Jan. 18, 2009, Fayetteville, Ark.; son of 
Harry and Louise (Ischer) Smith; graduated St. Louis, 
1952. Served 1952–1966. Ministries/parishes: Newberry, 
Gerfask, Drayton Plains, Mich.; Dexter, Mo.; retired 
1981. Preceded in death by his wife, Florence (Furber) 
Smith. Survivors: son: Walter; daughter: Grace Feutz. 
Memorial service: March 7, 2009, Brentwood, Mo.; 
interment: March 7, 2009, Affton, Mo. 

             COMMISSIONED

DUNSMORE, DAVID MARK; Feb. 7, 1962, 
Pontiac, Mich., to March 27, 2009, Waterford, Mich.; 
son of Gerald and Joanne (Thomas) Dunsmore; gradu-
ated Ann Arbor, 1984. Served 1984–2009. School/
ministry: Waterford, Mich. Survivors: Sharon (Bruns) 
Dunsmore. Funeral: March 31, 2009, Clarkston, Mich.; 
interment: March 31, 2009, Waterford, Mich.

KERSTEN, CHERIE L. (RAUCH); Jan. 1, 
1965, to Nov. 5, 2008, St. Louis, Mo.; daughter of Jim 
and Louise Rauch; graduated Seward 1988. Served 

1988–1991. School/ministry: Columbus, Neb. Survivors: 
Rev. Timothy Kersten; sons: Travis, Jonathan; daugh-
ter: Amy. Funeral and interment: Nov. 10, 2008, St. 
Louis, Mo.

LUDWIG, WILLIAM EDWIN; Feb. 2, 1931, 
Sidney, Mont., to March 4, 2009, Kalispell, Mont.; son 
of Rev. Martin and Ethel (Gadeke) Ludwig; colloquy, 
1956. Served 1956–1993. Schools/ministries: Denver, 
Colo.; Kalispell, Mont.; retired 1993. Survivors: Marilyn 
(Knocke) Ludwig; sons: Douglas, Scott, Brent; daugh-
ter: Brenda Bradford. Funeral and interment: March 10, 
2009, Kalispell, Mont.

MODEROW, LEROY E.; June 26, 1919, Cole 
Camp, Mo., to Dec. 8, 2008, Elgin, Ill.; son of Ervin 
and Amelia (Weymuth) Moderow; graduated Seward, 
1943. Served 1948–1984. Schools/ministries: Elk Creek, 
Neb.; Addison, Ill.; retired 1984. Survivors: Norma 
Moderow; daughters: Mary Halter, Lois Tyndall, Linda 
Meekins. Memorial service and interment: Dec. 14, 
2008, Addison, Ill. 

SCHULZ, LAWRENCE R.; Dec. 16, 1934, 
Bloomington, Neb., to Jan. 8, 2009, Sunland, Calif.; son 
of Rev. Roy and Elvira Schulz; graduated River Forest, 
1956. Served 1956–1996. Schools/ministries: Tujunga, 
La Crescenta, Santa Monica, Calif.; retired 1996. 
Survivors: son: Karl; daughters: Cynthia, Stephanie 
Gigliotti. Memorial service: Jan. 24, 2009, Tujunga, 
Calif. 

ULMER, ORVILLE K.; Aug. 7, 1935, Stony 
Plain, Alberta, Canada, to Feb. 4, 2009, LaPorte, Ind.; 
son of John and Elizabeth (Armbruster) Ulmer; gradu-
ated River Forest, 1959. Served 1967–2000. Schools/
ministries: Clintonville, Wis.; LaPorte, Ind.; retired 
2000. Survivors: Karen (Klemz) Ulmer; sons: Jon, 
Thomas. Funeral: Feb. 8, 2009, LaPorte, Ind.; inter-
ment: Feb. 9, 2009, LaPorte, Ind. 

WOLTER, ARTHUR L.; Oct. 26, 1910, Odebolt, 
Iowa, to Feb. 21, 2009, Lansing, Mich.; son of Rev.  
Fred and Ida (Hammermeister) Wolter; graduated 
River Forest, 1930. Served 1930–1976. Schools/minis-
tries: Unionville, Lansing, Mich. Preceded in death by 
his wife, Dorothy (Wilkening) Wolter, and his daughter, 
Ruth. Survivor: son: James. Funeral and interment: 
Feb. 27, 2009, Lansing, Mich. 
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f A M i l Y  C O U N S E l O R

Honoring My Mother
My elderly mother has 

been living with us for 2½ 
years. During that time she has 
needed more and more care. 
I’ve learned to help her with 
“routine” tasks such as dress-
ing, toileting, etc. I love her, 
but I am getting worn out in 
the process, and I’m afraid I’m 
becoming bitter. I feel that 
something has to give. How 
can I “honor my mother,” as 
the Fourth Commandment 
says, and not go crazy in the 
process?

Your question touches on 
a growing dilemma. The role of 
family care-giving has shifted 
over the decades, due largely  
to changes in society. Up until 

the 1950s, households often included grandparents, and 
even great-grandparents. These senior members of the  
family could help care for children, and as time passed, 
roles reversed.

Over time, our family makeup changed to meet emerg-
ing economic and societal patterns: Women began work-
ing outside the home, family members moved away from 
home, and medical needs for seniors became more com-
plex. As a result, elderly family members were placed in 

nursing homes and other facilities that provided a range of 
care. The importance of a family’s ongoing love and support 
didn’t necessarily diminish, even as families passed the  
primary responsibility for the care of their elderly members 
to specialists and facilities dedicated to that purpose.

Rosalynn Carter wrote that there are four kinds of 
people: Those who have been caregivers, those who will 
be, those who are, and those who receive care. Just as your 
mother took care of your needs as a child, so you now bear 
the role of caregiver for this woman you love. This includes 
helping her identify those areas in her life where she can 
still function independently and supporting her as her needs 
change. This, to a large degree, is part of what Luther meant 
when he wrote that to honor our parents is to treat them  
as precious gifts of God.

Care-giving is a call to serve others in the same spirit 
that Christ served us. What you are doing is deeply mean-
ingful. It can also be very stressful. The greatest danger a 
caregiver faces is to not care for oneself.

Schedule time for doing those things that refresh you—
being with friends, reading, a favorite hobby. Give yourself 
permission to accept that you can’t do it all, and certainly 
not alone.

Dr. leslie (Jack) fyans is a clinical psychologist and member of the 
Ministerial health Committee of the lCMS Central illinois District.

Send your questions to Family Counselor, The Lutheran 
Witness, 1333 S. Kirkwood Road, St. Louis, MO  

63122-7295. Please include your name and address.

Photo by shutterstock.com
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Cartoon © 2009 Ed Koehler

One Time Too Many
Inscription on the monument 

of an Army mule: “In memory of 
Kate, who in her time kicked a  
colonel, three majors, eight captains, 
12 lieutenants, 21 sergeants, and  
230 others, and one bomb.”

Tal. D. Bonham
Treasury of Clean Church Jokes

Be Prepared
Just before a long holiday 

weekend, a pastor waited in line 
to have his car filled with gas at a 
local full-service station. A pair of 
pump jockeys worked quickly at 
the popular stop, but the lines were 
long, and the pastor had to wait 
some time before one of the atten-
dants motioned him to a pump.

“Pastor, I’m sorry you had to 
wait so long,” the young man said, 
“but today it seems as if everyone 
waited until the last minute to get 
ready for a long trip.”

“I know what you mean,” the 
minister chuckled, “it’s the same  
in my business.”

George Kottwitz
Trinity Lutheran Church

Edwardsville, Ill.

Brotherly love
A Sunday School teacher was dis-

cussing the Ten Commandments with 
her 6-year-olds. After explaining the 
commandment to “honor thy father and 
thy mother,” she asked, “Is there a com-
mandment that teaches us how to treat 
our brothers and sisters?”

Without missing a beat, a bright 
student, the oldest boy in a family, 
quipped, “Thou shalt not kill.”

Paula Ross
St. Louis, Mo.

Mom . . . Dad brought his inflatable pulpit on vacation!

l E T T E R S 

I always enjoy reading The 
Lutheran Witness, especially the April 
edition. Mr. Lovstad’s story, “What’s 
New at Our Concordias?” would lead 
one to believe that the law school 
purposed by Concordia, Portland, 
would be the first one at a Lutheran 
university. Valparaiso University has 
had a law school for more than 50 
years. It is so well respected that it 
often has a Supreme Court justice 
as its law school commencement 
speaker.

 Myron Walker
Snellville, Ga.  

Useful information
Thank you so very much for 

the informative and inspiring article 
about Bethlehem in the February 

Lutheran Witness. My husband took 
a vacation/tour to Israel some 16 
years ago, and [we] are hoping to 
enrich our grandchildren’s lives with 
a visit in the near future, but [we] 
were surprised to read of all of the 
changes that have occurred since 
our time there. It is distressing to 
learn that Christians are disappearing 
from Bethlehem, and that American 
Lutherans seem to be ignorant of the 
situation.

It was also such a blessing to read 
of all of the help and support from 
Wheat Ridge Ministries . . .  I think 
most people think of Wheat Ridge 
mainly in relation to the Christmas 
stamps we buy at Christmas time!

After looking at the Web sites 
listed in the article, I am more deter-

mined than ever to make a return 
visit, knowing that safety is no longer 
the big issue it once was! Thank you 
for all the helpful information you 
gave to Lutheran Witness readers!

Meredith Berg
Hudson, Wis.

Read more letters to the editor  
at LCMS.org/Witness. We welcome  
letters that comment on articles in  
The Lutheran Witness. Letters may  
be edited for length and clarity. Send 
letters to “Letters,” c/o The Lutheran 
Witness, 1333 S. Kirkwood Road,  
St. Louis, MO 63122-7295; or send  
them via e-mail to Lutheran.Witness 
@LCMS.org. Please include your name, 
postal address, and telephone number. 
Letters without this information cannot 
be considered for publication.

(continued from page 5)

a a a a a a



28 T H E  L U T H E R A N  W I T N E S S

There is much discussion today 
about the state of the family.  
We are justifiably concerned 

about the level of dysfunction in many 
families, as well as societal and cultural 
pressures being placed upon the tradi-
tional family. In the midst of our stress 
and anxiety, where do we turn?

In times like these, it is good to 
be reminded of our membership in 
God’s family. Please read the following 
Scripture passages and see how you fit 
into the family of God.

Read Matt. 6:9; John 17:1. How 
does Jesus address the head of God’s 
family?

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

Another word is used for father in 
the Holy Scriptures. Read Mark 14:36; 
Rom. 8:15–17; Gal. 4:4–7. What is it? 
This word denotes the relationship 
between child and “Daddy.” When  
you think of God the Father as 
“Daddy,” does that change, or affect, 
your understanding of “God the 
Father” in any way?

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

Since God is our “Father,” or 
“Daddy,” what word does He use to 
describe us? Read Eph. 5:8; Phil. 2:15;  
1 John 3:1–2.

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

Read Mark 9:33–37. How did Jesus 
respond to children? What implications 
does this have for us, especially in  
regard to bringing our children to  
God’s house?

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

Through what means are people 
brought into the family of God (Acts 
2:38–39; 16:31–34)?

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

In what way are all people to 
approach Christ (see Mark 10:13–16)? 
Now, contrast that with Paul’s state-
ment in 1 Cor. 13:11. What is the dif-
ference between a childlike faith and  
a childish approach to God?

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

Although we are commanded 
to honor our father and mother (Ex. 
20:12) and uphold families in general, 
who are we to place first in our lives 
(Matt. 10:34–39)? How can we reconcile 
our love for our earthly families with 
our love for Jesus?

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

While we are called to love our 
earthly families, the reality is that at 
least some of our family members do 
not know or believe in Jesus. What was 
Andrew’s response when he discovered 
Jesus (John 1:35–42)?

_____________________________________

_____________________________________

The family of God is made up 
of true believers from every time and 
place who worship God the Father, 
Jesus as Brother, and the Holy Spirit as 
Comforter. Let’s make it our mission 
(while here on earth) to reach every 
family member and friend with the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ, that as many  
as possible may believe and be counted 
as members of this heavenly family.

Rev. Ben Eder is pastor  
of Pilgrim lutheran Church, Kenmore, N.Y.
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News reporters and investment advisors make it clear 
that the worldwide economic crisis still is with us. 
Employment is uncertain, home foreclosures con-

tinue, and some once-strong companies are teetering on the 
brink of bankruptcy.

The church isn’t immune to the effects of a weak econo-
my. Even as this is written, I am in the midst of budget meet-
ings that have been less than happy occasions. The Synod 
and many of its congregations, schools, and other ministries 
are facing significant economic challenges—at a time when 
God is providing us with a multitude of mission and minis-
try opportunities, many of which require additional financial 
resources.

For example, we get calls, letters, and visits from around 
the world with requests for help. These contacts come from 
other Lutheran church bodies or from conservative, confes-
sional groups that have begun when the church bodies to 
which they belong moved away from faithfulness to the 
Scriptures. These church bodies and groups come to the 
LCMS, which they recognize as a biblical and confessional 
Lutheran church body, looking for assistance from us in  
such areas as theological education, mission planting, and 
pastoral support.

Because we have been greatly blessed by God, it’s hard 
to turn away from such requests. He has placed our Synod in 
a position to provide evangelical and confessional leadership 
with a Christian presence and proclamation that the world 
needs to experience and to hear. We are neither afraid nor 
apologetic in speaking His whole truth—sin and grace,  
Law and Gospel, the whole counsel of God—with great  
clarity and charity.

One way you can respond to God’s grace in your life  
and help our Synod take advantage of such opportunities  
is through Fan into Flame, a campaign authorized by the  
2004 Synod convention. With a goal of $100 million for  
new mission work at home and abroad, Fan into Flame so  
far has received more than $46 million in pledges and gifts  
for sharing the life-giving Gospel with others.

Here are two examples of how these funds are helping  
to reach people with God’s Good News in Christ Jesus:

• Shauen and Krista Trump are serving with Rev. Jacob 
and Michelle Gillard in East Africa, where the two 
missionary families are helping the Lutheran Church 
Mission Uganda plant new congregations and fill cler-
gy shortages in this growing mission. New churches 
recently were dedicated in Mbarara and Ibanda, and 
Jacob Gillard is teaching a two-year theological leader-
ship program in which 24 men are enrolled. Fan into 

Flame provided the initial funding to place these  
missionary families in Uganda. 

• On Easter Sunday, the Lutheran Church Concordia—
Kyrgyzstan (LCCK), a developing church, held its first 
services in a new multipurpose building being complet-
ed in Bishkek, Kyrgyzstan. The building serves as the 
meeting place of the Bishkek congregation and as the 
national church-body headquarters. It also will house 
Central Asia Lutheran Seminary. Funds from Fan into 
Flame are being used to complete the construction  
and to furnish the building. The LCCK began with  
14 people in 2001 and has grown to 35 churches  
and home groups with more than 1,000 members.  
The Bishkek congregation itself numbers about 250.

To learn more about Fan into Flame, go on the Web  
to www.fanintoflamelcms.org. To give to the campaign, call 
800-977-2017 or send a check payable to Fan into Flame to 
1333 S. Kirkwood Road, St. Louis, MO 63122-7295.

As we celebrate Father’s Day this year, I think about my 
own father, Martin Kieschnick, who has been in heaven for 
26 years. He loved his wife and children, worked hard, and 
provided a good and godly home for us. I thank our heavenly 
Father for my earthly father and for all the other blessings He 
has bestowed on us—including the gift of His own Son, our 
Brother, Lord, and Savior, Jesus—who perfectly fulfilled the 
Law for us, took our punishment upon Himself, and sealed 
His victory over sin, death, and the devil by His glorious  
resurrection.

“How great is the love the Father has lavished on us, 
that we should be called children of God! And that is what 
we are!” (1 John 3:1). As His children, it is our privilege to 
tell others what our Father in heaven has done also for them. 
“We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were 
making His appeal through us” (2 Cor. 5:20).

May we all be moved by our Father’s love to share  
that love with others, even and especially in these times  
of great challenge and opportunity!

Challenges, Opportunities  
and Our Father’s Love 

Lives Transformed through  
Christ, in Time . . . for Eternity!

e-mail: president@lcms.org
Web page: www.lcms.org/president

Jerry Kieschnick
John 3:16 –17

May we all be moved by our Father’s love to share that love with others!
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