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Luther movie opens, congregations can 
host screenings

4 

Nathalie Shaw, whose mold-infested home had to be gutted and rehabbed after Hurricane Katrina caused massive destruction in 2005, had a hard time seeing “all of this” — homes without roofs, trees pulled up by their roots, electric and telephone wires and poles strewn about the streets, debris everywhere — after an EF-3 tornado roared through New Orleans East Feb. 7.
whose home has been hit twice by natural disasters. This time, the tornado ripped away part of her roof, also damaging some of her belong-ings inside, and her outdoor shed was blown off its founda-tion, so she’ll have to replace that, too.
Thankfully, Camp Restore, New Orleans — just two blocks from tornado-torn neighborhoods — is well-posi-tioned to lend a hand with both immediate cleanup and long-term assistance to Shaw and many others. The camp — started in 

2006 by the LCMS Southern District and LCMS Disaster Response to assist those with damages from Hurricane Katrina — houses and feeds up to 300 volunteers at a time.It lost electricity and a few shingles in the recent storm, but the next day, with a humming generator restoring power, the camp offered electricity to local residents without it, so they could charge their cell phones. The Rev. David Goodine, executive 

director of 
Camp Restore 
and pastor 
of Prince of 
Peace, guesses 
that about 150 
people took 
advantage of 
that offer.

“Local 
people know 
us,” Goodine 
said. “They like 
us. They are very glad that we’re here.”Some 30 volunteers were staying at the camp during the week of the tornado, and after the storm they walked the few blocks to the damaged homes, armed with trash bags and rakes, and took part in cleanup efforts along with hundreds of others.

Days later, on Feb. 11, Camp Restore hosted more than 250 local volunteers from HandsOn New Orleans and 

the United Way — two of more than 120 organizations with which the camp has partnerships.
As she canvassed tornado-hit neighborhoods on behalf of Camp Restore a week after the storm, lifelong NOLA resident and St. Paul Lutheran Church, New Orleans, member Pam Daunoy discovered “a lot of structural damage to roofs, cracked ceilings,” and plumbing and electrical needs.

“There’s lots of work to be done,” she said, with some houses “totally demolished” and others with damages from slight to “massive” — often on the same street.
Daunoy said she spent a lot of time talking and listening to those with tornado damage, “and just comforting them.” The people she met “needed … to release that emotion that was inside.”

NOLA tornado rips through 800 homes; Camp Restore seeks volunteers for cleanup

p  LCMS Disaster Response Manager Rev. Michael Meyer, left, and Kurt Jostes, right, of Camp Restore, talk with Nathalie Shaw Feb. 14 outside her tornado-battered home. Shaw’s house still displays an “X-code” from Hurricane Katrina damage in 2005 (see related story, Page 4).

t  This aerial “drone” photo shows one of the dam-
aged neighborhoods in New Orleans East after an EF-3 tornado touched down Feb. 7.

With local forecasts predicting rain, volunteers work to cover homes in New Orleans with tarps Feb. 14 after a powerful tornado swept their roofs away.

Lutherans carry “eyesoflife.org” signs and banners in the 2017 March for Life in Washington, D.C. 

“To see all of this, it’s hard,” she said. “I know [with] all of this, you can’t question God. But to see all of this all over again, and to see the destruc-tion, it’s just hard.
“But I’m glad that I do trust in God.”
Shaw, a member of Prince of Peace Lutheran Church, isn’t the only NOLA resident 

W
ill

ia
m

 M
at

th
ee

ss
en

LC
M

S
/A

l D
ow

b
n

ia

LC
M

S
/A

l D
ow

b
n

ia

LCMS Lutherans join hundreds of thousands to march for lifeBy Kevin Armbrust 
kevin.amburst@lcms.org

By Paula Schlueter Rosspaula.ross@lcms.org

See TORNADO, Page 4

See MARCH, Page 5

WASHINGTON, D.C. — The 2017 March for Life on Jan. 27 drew hundreds of thousands of people — including hundreds of LCMS Christians — to the nation’s capital. The march has taken place each January since the U.S. SupremeCourt’s 1973 Roe v. Wade decision that legalized abortion.Waiting for their opportunity to join this year’s march, theSynod contingent began to sing hymns and canticles from theChurch’s liturgy.

“We were one of the groups who were singing. … We werea witness to the other pro-life groups,” said Taylor Schmidt,a member of Mount Calvary Lutheran Church, ExcelsiorSprings, Mo.
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Marches for Life teach the world 
to ‘see’

6
Black Clergy Caucus highlights resources  for ministry
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Missionaries 
coming home 
to share stories

See 13 REASONS WHY, Page 5

In the free, online LCMS study guide, “Faith, Hope 
and Love: A Threefold Response to 13 Reasons 
Why,” author Rev. Dr. Lucas Woodford cautions 

teens and young adults about watching the popular and 
controversial Netflix series that focuses on a high-school 
student’s suicide and the taped messages she leaves behind 
telling 13 people it was their fault.

The series is based on the 2007 young-adult novel Thirteen 
Reasons Why, written by Jay Asher.

“I cannot endorse the show, nor can I advise or encourage 
anyone to watch this series,” writes Woodford, pastor of 
Zion Lutheran Church in Mayer, Minn.; a fellow with 
DOXOLOGY: The Lutheran Center for Spiritual Care and 

Counsel; and a member of the LCMS God’s Gift of Sexuality 
Task Force. Woodford also has worked with youth and their 
parents in addressing social media, online porn, Internet 
bullying and other modern-day concerns.

The show’s 13 episodes depict a seemingly normal and 
mentally healthy teenage girl, Hannah Baker, going through 
a series of difficult and traumatic high-school experiences 
including gossip and slander, betrayal by friends, cyber-bullying, 
public humiliation and sexual curiosity. More tragically, Hannah 
witnesses the rape of a friend and a classmate’s fatal car accident 
that she might have prevented, and suffers a rape herself.

See STORMS, Page 4

SPRING 2017’S SEVERE STORMS have 
affected Synod congregations and their 
communities in the Midwest and Texas; and 

once again, prayers and continued generosity from 
people across the Synod have equipped congregations 
to share Christ’s mercy in the aftermath.

By Roger Drinnon
roger.drinnon@lcms.org

During torrents of heavy 
rain, Missouri Gov. Eric 
Greitens declared a state of 
emergency April 29, after 
flooding began in several parts 
of the state. More flooding 
occurred in the following 
days as rivers and waterways 
crested, resulting in two 
reported deaths and the closure 
of major roadways going into 
and out of affected areas. 

Just two days earlier, four 
tornadoes had touched down 
in East Texas, killing four and 
injuring dozens, according to 
news reports.

The most recent storms 
are only part of a string of 
destructive calamities putting 
pressure on available disaster-
response resources. These 
resources are provided by 
generous contributions from 
people who make a difference 
in the lives of those facing fear 
and uncertainty. 
A constant barrage

In late December 2015, 
similar floods in the Midwest 
and tornadoes in Texas 
together caused an estimated 
$1 billion in damages.  
From the 2015 floods and 
tornadoes to now, a barrage 
of other disasters has 
included Hurricane Matthew; 
flooding in Baton Rouge, La.; 
California wildfires; and a 
string of tornadoes striking 
southeast Missouri, central 
Illinois, New Orleans  
and Texas.

If this trend is any indication, 
disaster-relief work will not be 
letting up any time soon. 

Responders note how chari-
table gifts for disaster response 
not only help share Christ’s 
mercy in the aftermath of 
a catastrophe, but they also 
enable and equip congrega-
tions for responding to the 
next disaster, whatever that 
may be.
Hands and feet of Christ

LCMS congregations like 
St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 
Eureka; New Beginnings 
Lutheran Church, Pacific; 
St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
Arnold; and Immanuel 
Lutheran Church, Joplin, are 
serving as volunteer hubs 
for flood-recovery efforts in 
affected areas of Missouri.

Dick Keezer (left), a flood victim and member of First Lutheran Church, Neosho, Mo., prays with his pastor, the  
Rev. Steve Gillmore (center); the Rev. Michael Meyer, manager of LCMS Disaster Response; and the Rev. Greg Mech 
(right), pastor of Immanuel Lutheran Church, Joplin, Mo., during a May 3 visit at Keezer’s flood-damaged home. 

Donate to 
help at  
lcms.org/
givenow/disaster

PRAYERS, GENEROSITY 
ENABLE MERCY EFFORTS

AFTER STORMS
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LCMS/Frank Kohn

“[Some unchurched people] 
are so astonished 
that someone of 
faith would stop and 
offer help [as if to 
say], ‘Why are you 
helping me? I don’t 
go to church.’ Well, 
God loves you still 
anyway, and we’re 
here to help.”

13  R E A S O N S  W H Y

S Y N O D  I S S U E S  R E S O U R C E  I N  R E S P O N S E
By Paula Schlueter Ross

Photo essay 
shows ‘soft,  
fuzzy’ impact

12
Reformation  
celebrations 
this year

6
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 EMPOWERMENT CENTER, WITH LUTHERAN HOPE CENTER, OPENS AT 

FERGUSON’S ‘GROUND ZERO’
The Rev. Micah Glenn, 
a Mission Field: USA 
national missionary and 
director of the Lutheran 
Hope Center—Fergu-
son, addresses the 
crowd at the July 26 
grand opening of the 
Ferguson Community 
Empowerment Center. 
Glenn, who grew up in 
Ferguson, Mo., called 
the event “historic” and 
“a bright day of hope  
for our community.”

Community leaders and guests visit outside the Ferguson Community Empowerment Center 
after its grand opening. The center houses four St. Louis-area partners determined to restore 
the beleaguered community: the Urban League of Metropolitan St. Louis Inc., The Salva-
tion Army, the University of Missouri Extension and the Lutheran Hope Center—Ferguson. 
Together they will offer tutoring, counseling, job training/placement and other assistance. 

By Paula Schlueter Ross 
paula.ross@lcms.org

By Roger Drinnon 
roger.drinnon@lcms.org
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after the violent protests that 
sparked a fresh look at race 
relations nationwide.

The new, two-story facility 
— debt-free, thanks to 
corporate donations — stands 
on the grounds of the burned-
out QuikTrip gas station that 
served as “ground zero” for 
authorities responding to 
weeks of unrest following 
the police shooting death of See HOPE CENTER, Page 8 See PRESCHOOL, Page 8

Supreme Court 
delivers landmark 
ruling in favor 
of LCMS church 
preschool

The U.S. Supreme Court 
handed down its ruling June 
26 in the case of a Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod 
church preschool, determining 
7-2 that the state of Missouri’s 
barring of the church from a 
government aid program was 
unconstitutional.

While the LCMS was not 
a party to the litigation, 
Alliance Defending Freedom 
(ADF) attorneys represented 
Trinity Lutheran Church in 
Columbia, Mo., in Trinity 
Lutheran Church (LCMS) v. 
Comer (formerly Pauley).

The case came about after 
Trinity was invited to apply 
for the 2012 Playground 
Scrap Tire Surface Material 
Grant Program to resur-
face its playground with 
recycled tire products to be 
provided by the supposedly 
neutral state program. The 
grant program was offered 
to Missouri nonprofits as a 
means to recycle scrap tires, 
in an attempt to reduce the 
amount of tires in landfills and 
to foster children’s safety.

“The government should 
treat children’s safety at reli-
gious schools the same as it 

FERGUSON, Mo. — 
Shoulder to shoulder 
under a huge tent, sitting 
on folding chairs and 
standing five deep in spots, 
some 400 people witnessed 
a symbolic event here July 
26: the grand opening of 
the Ferguson Community 
Empowerment Center, 
a resource for hope and 
healing nearly three years 

teenager Michael Brown Jr. on 
Aug. 9, 2014.

The center houses the work 
of four St. Louis-area partners 
determined to restore this 
beleaguered community: the 
Urban League of Metropolitan 
St. Louis Inc., The Salvation 
Army, the University 
of Missouri Extension 
and the Lutheran Hope 

Luther film to 
air on PBS

Congregations still may arrange screenings of the film at 
their local theaters.

Visit NewLutherMovie.com for information on how to host 
and promote a screening, as well as resources including a 
sample bulletin insert, poster, artwork and the movie trailer.

Funded by Thrivent Financial, the film brings to life the 
events that shaped Luther and examines the questions he 
wrestled with, such as “Who am I?,” “What is my purpose?” 
and “How do I get right with God?” Included are insights 
and commentary from LCMS theologians and historians.

“Martin Luther: The Idea that 
Changed the World,” the full-length 
feature film that premiered in selected 
theaters in February, is set to air 
nationally on PBS on Tuesday,  
Sept. 12, at 7 p.m. Central time.

Sharing Hope. 
Sharing Jesus.”

LC
M

S
/F

ra
n

k 
K

oh
n

T
h

in
ks

to
ck

Ja
ke

 T
h

om
as

Official Newspaper of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod | September 2017

LCEF: 
Day succeeds 
Robertson

2 
Black ministry  
convo: ‘inspiring,  
uplifting’

5
LWML 
adopts record 
mission goal

4

ADVERTISING SIZES 2018 PUBLICATION DATES

2019 PUBLICATION DATESADVERTISING RATES  ($ PER AD)

Official Newspaper of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod | may 2017

reporter.lcms.orgreporter.lcms.org

‘Great ideas’ 
from LCEF 
competition

3 11
Worship Institute  

to mark Reformation 

anniversary

2 

See RELIGIOUS LIBERTY, Page 4

See YOUNG ADULTS, Page 5

The LCMS and certain other groups are speaking up for 

the rights of U.S. service members to live faithfully amid 

continued U.S. Defense Department infringements on 

religious freedom in the military.

Despite the Department of Defense’s (DoD’s) claims of 

accommodating religious expression in the military, a heavily 

secularized military culture, stemming from ongoing atheist 

activism and LGBT advocacy, seems to permeate each branch of 

military service. This has led to an environment where restric-

tions and even punitive actions reportedly are being imposed 

on chaplains, commanders and lower ranks who seek to serve 

without compromising their religious faith.

Court-martialed for Bible verse?

For example, at least a dozen parties have joined an amicus 

brief for the U.S. Supreme Court, including the Synod and the 

Chaplain Alliance for Religious Liberty, as the high court now 

Young Adult Volunteer Poll took place  

for the first time at the 2016 LCMS  

Youth Gathering, providing a glimpse 

into the lives of some of Synod congregations’ 

most active young adults. 

Some 512 took the poll last year, among the 582 Young 

Adult Volunteers at the 2016 Gathering — the largest such 

group of volunteers since Young Adult Volunteers first 

served at an LCMS Youth Gathering in 1998.

The poll was a shortened, modified version of the 

Lutheran Youth Fellowship Youth Poll which has surveyed 

information about teen participants at all past triennial 

Gatherings that go back to 1980. 

By Roger Drinnon

roger.drinnon@lcms.org

CONFLICT OF FAITH Synod, other advocates  

speak for religious liberty  

in secularized military

First-time poll 
surveys Young 

Adult Volunteers

considers taking the 

case of Sterling v. United 

States.
According to a First 

Liberty Institute press 

release, the Sterling 

case began when U.S. 

Marine Lance Cpl. 

Monifa Sterling was 

court-martialed for 

refusing to remove a 

Bible-themed passage 

from her workspace 

based on Is. 54:17, 

which read, “No 

weapons formed against 

me shall prosper.” 

Sterling was given a 

bad-conduct discharge 

and reduced to the mili-

tary’s lowest rank prior 

to the discharge.
First Liberty Institute, 

along with former U.S. 

Solicitor General Paul 

Clement of Kirkland 

and Ellis LLP, represent 

Sterling in her appeal to 

the U.S. Supreme Court.

“Voices in the military, 

in the Church, in religious 

minorities and from across 

the nation are uniting to ask 

the Supreme Court to protect 

religious freedom,” said Kelly 

Shackelford, president and 

CEO of First Liberty Institute. 

“We hope the Supreme Court 

will heed their requests and 

accept this historic religious-

freedom case.”

Under fire for sexuality, 

marriage beliefs

According to another First 

Liberty Institute press release, 

its attorneys now represent 

U.S. Air Force Col. Michael 

Madrid on the basis he was 

unlawfully punished because 

of his religious beliefs about 

marriage and sexuality.

In 2014, an openly gay 

airman was court-martialed 

and found guilty of serious 

misconduct, purportedly 

involving drugs and a firearm. 

During the court-martial 

process, the airman, who 

worked with Madrid, accused 

Madrid of making derogatory 

comments about homosexu-

ality. As a Christian, Madrid 

holds the traditional belief 

that marriage is the sacred 

union of one man and one 

woman.
According to First Liberty’s 

Restrictions and 

even punitive actions 

reportedly are being 

imposed on chaplains, 

commanders and 

lower ranks who 

seek to serve without 

compromising their 

religious faith.
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U.S. Air Force Col. Michael Madrid stands next to a vintage aircraft 

display outside Randolph Air Force Base, Texas. First Liberty Institute 

represents Madrid on the basis he was unlawfully punished because of 

his religious beliefs about marriage and sexuality.

Former U.S. Marine Lance Cpl. Monifa 

Sterling was court-martialed and dis-

charged for refusing to remove a Bible-

themed passage from her workspace. 

A February Reporter story covered results of the 2016 Youth Poll.  

Referred to as “Orange Nation” and accented by orange 

shirts, pants, shoes and flair, Young Adult Volunteers applied 

in advance and paid most of their own expenses for an oppor-

tunity to aid participants on Gathering servant events, engage 

them on the event’s Experiential Floor, guide pedestrian traffic 

and much more. 

A group of Young 

Adult Volunteers 

walk through 

the convention 

center during their 

two-day train-

ing before the 

2016 LCMS Youth 

Gathering in New 

Orleans.
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Rosa Young’s 

legacy goes on 

with academies
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Missionaries 
seek partners 
in ministry

Bethesda 
expands beyond 
Watertown

See REFORMATION RESOURCES, Page 5

All around the world, people are gearing up to celebrate the 500th anniversary of the Reformation this fall. Starting this July, The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod (LCMS) is making available several new resources to help congregations, groups and individuals celebrate this momentous event.
In the two-part video “The Luther Mile,” viewers follow along on a walking tour of historic Reformation sites in Wittenberg, Germany, with LCMS President Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison and the Rev. Dr. Hans-Jörg Voigt, 

bishop of the Independent Evangelical–Lutheran Church, the Synod’s partner church in Germany. The tour provides informa-tive anecdotes about the people and places that were involved in the Reformation, while giving a glimpse of what those sites look like today. 
Part 1 of the video is now available at lutheranreformation/luthermile.org. Watch for Part 2 to be posted later in July.

See SELTZ, Page 4

The first executive director has been named for the Synod’s first office in Washington, D.C., in 17 years. 
The board of directors of 

the new Lutheran Center for 
Religious Liberty (LCRL) has 
received a letter from the Rev. 
Dr. Gregory P. “Greg” Seltz 
— speaker for “The Lutheran 
Hour” since 2011 — informing 
the board that he officially 
accepts its call to fill the LCRL 
executive-director post.

The LCRL provides 
input, education, advice 
and resources in the areas 
of marriage, life issues and 
religious liberty and seeks to 

actively engage in discussions 
and establish partnerships, as 
appropriate, with individuals 
and groups in Washington, 
D.C.
‘Joy’ and ‘privilege’

“What a joy to have served 
our Church being the Lutheran 
Hour speaker, sharing the 
Gospel of Jesus Christ on the 
radio each week,” Seltz said. 
“But, what a privilege now 
to accept the call to lead the 
Lutheran Center for Religious 

Liberty, to serve all of our 
churches, schools and 

Lutheran Hour Speaker Rev. Dr. Gregory P. Seltz officially accepts the call to be the first executive director of the Synod’s new Lutheran Center for Religious Liberty in Washington, D.C. 

Marriage, human life, and 
religious liberty and conscience 
comprise a dynamic, central 
and fundamental core of issues 
that are hotly contested. 
              — Timothy Goeglein, vice-president of External Relations at Focus on the Family
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By Joe Isenhower Jr. 
joe.isenhower@lcms.org

By Megan K. Mertz   
megan.mertz@lcms.org

universities by ensuring that 
their voices continue to be 
heard, serving the cause of 
religious liberty for all of our 
people so that God’s Word will 
indeed not be bound, but go 
forth and bear much fruit.”

After a transition period 
at Lutheran Hour Ministries 
(LHM — sponsor of “The 
Lutheran Hour”) and orienta-
tion for his new position with 
the Synod, Seltz will relocate 
from St. Louis to head the 
LCRL office in Washington.  

“Greg Seltz is an extraordi-
nary, very gifted individual,” 
said Synod President Rev. Dr. 
Matthew C. Harrison, who is 
president of the four-member 
LCRL board.

In his June 6 message to the 
church body announcing the 
call to Seltz, Harrison noted 
that the board “sought an 

individual with theological 
depth, a spirit of entrepreneur-
ialism, strong communication 
and relationship skills, and the 
ability to carefully navigate 

the political environment in 
our nation’s capital. … We 
believe that Dr. Seltz can fulfill 
this role with the integrity, 

Follow in 
Luther’s footsteps 
with new Reformation resources
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SELTZ TO DIRECT 
LUTHERAN CENTER  
FOR RELIGIOUS LIBERTY

8
Kids in worship  
focus of new 
Synod resource

12
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Rescuers patrol the flooded streets of Houston after Hurricane Harvey. A scene from a neighborhood in Bonita Springs, Fla., following Hurricane Irma.
support across the Synod, 
LCMS Disaster Response is 
able to support districts and 
congregations while also 
building on their capacity 
not only in responding to a 
congregation’s needs, but also 
in extending Christ’s mercy by 
providing body-and-soul care 
to entire communities.”

Johnson said although long-
term planning details continue 
to be fleshed out, one thing 
is certain: LCMS Disaster 
Response is committed 
to supporting the affected 
districts and Synod disaster-
response partners any way it 

See HURRICANES, Page 5

s Harvey and Irma relief 
operations transition 
from initial emer-

gency response to more 
organized, long-term efforts, 
collaboration among LCMS 
Disaster Response, affected 
districts and essential partners 
continues to be strengthened 
by generosity shown across 
the Synod. 

“LCMS districts and 
congregations are the leaders 
in responding to disasters like 
Harvey and Irma,” said the 
Rev. Dr. Ross Johnson, LCMS 
Disaster Response director. 
“Thanks to the kind, caring 

can, as specific needs continue 
to be defined by the districts 
and the communities of their 
congregations.
Hard-hit high school

Hurricane damages in the 
LCMS Texas District were 
reported by 11 churches 
and schools, 14 pastors, 41 
additional church workers 
and 700-plus congregation 
members.

Lutheran South Academy 
in Houston was probably the 
hardest-hit Synod entity, with 
up to 2 feet of water in its 
buildings for four days.

What was the fuel that drove the Reformation some 500 years ago? Historians have cited corruption in the Church, the realignment of various political forces, a critique of scholastic theology, the rise of humanism and the advent of the printing press. But according to Luther, “while I slept, or drank Wittenberg beer with my friends … the Word so greatly weakened the papacy that no prince or emperor ever inflicted such losses upon it. I did nothing; the Word did everything.” — Editor 
Once, when Paul came to Athens (Acts 17 [:16–32]), a mighty city, he found in the temple many ancient altars, and he went from one to the other and looked at them all, but he did not kick down a single one of them with his foot. Rather he stood up in the middle of the market place and said they were nothing but idolatrous things and begged the people to forsake them; yet he did not destroy one of them by force. When the Word took hold of their hearts, they forsook them of their own accord, and in consequence the thing fell of itself. Likewise, if I had seen them holding mass, I would have preached to them and admonished them. Had they heeded my admonition, I would have won them; if not, I would nevertheless not have torn them from it by the hair or employed any force, but simply allowed the Word to act and prayed for them. For the Word created heaven and earth and all things [Ps. 33:6]; the Word must do this thing, and not we poor sinners.

In short, I will preach it, teach it, write it, but I will constrain no man by force, for faith must come freely without compulsion. Take myself as an example. I opposed indulgences and all the papists, but never with force. I simply taught, preached, and wrote God’s Word; otherwise I did nothing. And while I slept [cf. Mark 4:26–29], or drank Wittenberg beer with my friends Philip and Amsdorf, the Word so greatly weakened the papacy that no prince or emperor ever inflicted such losses upon it. I did nothing; the Word did everything. Had I desired to foment trouble, I could have brought great bloodshed upon Germany; indeed, I could have started such a game that even the emperor would not have been safe. But what would it have been? Mere fool’s play. I did nothing; I let the Word do its work. What do you suppose is Satan’s thought when one tries to do the thing by kicking up a row? He sits back in hell and thinks: Oh, what a fine game the poor fools are up to now! But when we spread the Word alone and let it alone do the work, that distresses him. For it is almighty and takes captive the hearts, and when the hearts are captured the work will fall of itself. 
Excerpted from “The Second Sermon, March 10, 1522, Monday after Invocavit” in Luther’s Works, Vol. 51, Pgs. 77–78 (© 1976 Fortress Press. Admin Augsburg Fortress). Used with permission.
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‘ The Word did 
everything’
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See Page 3 for more 
stories relating to the 
500th anniversary of  
the Reformation.

Eight staff members and 
some 30 families with students 
at the school reported water 
damage to their homes, 
according to Head of School 
Sheila Psencik.

But amid the destruction, 
there was much to be grateful 
for. When the school put out 
a call for volunteers, more 
than 1,000 people — school 
families, students, members 
of local churches and rival 
schools, and residents of the 
community — responded, 
helping out with drywall and 
floor removal, trash hauling, 
furniture cleaning, sweeping, 

mopping and other tasks over 
three days.

Psencik said she feels 
“overwhelmed by the encour-
agement and support we have 
received” and is “so thankful 
that [volunteers] chose our 
school as a place to share their 
talents and their time.

“While the hurricane 
brought inconceivable devas-
tation to the school and to this 
community, what God has 
done as a result of the hurri-
cane has been beautiful! I’ve 
never seen anything like it.”

Lutheran South students 
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Harvey and Irma: Synod focuses on relief, long-term aid

A

Hurricanes: 
See more 
photos
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New CAO: 
Frank Simek 
of Keller, Texas

2 
‘Schools  
of Distinction’  
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