
from the bottom up. Where did they start? Education. As early as 
1524, Luther wrote a letter, “To the Councilmen of all the Cities in 
Germany that they Establish and Maintain Christian Schools.” He 
and the other professors at Wittenberg also set about completely 
revamping the entire university curriculum so that it might 
produce the well-prepared pastors that the German church so 
desperately needed. 

Luther and the reformers understood that good, faithful 
leaders in society are brought about through good, Christian 
education. Likewise, solid Christian education was seen as of the 
utmost importance for the health, well-being and growth of the 
church. The transformation of the church (and society) would be 
through education. 

The strategic emphasis placed on education by the reformers 
has since become a legacy of Lutheran churches around the 
world. Our Lutheran forefathers arrived in the United States and 
immediately set about building schools with the result that, to 
this very day, Christian education is a hallmark of The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod.

 So, is it really worth it for us to be involved in education in 
Africa? History shouts a resounding, “YES!” Lutheran education 
(both theological and general) is one of the most important ways 
in which we can assist Lutheran churches and our partners in 
Africa today. 

Long-term Investment
A final concluding remark is warranted: Education is a long-term 
investment focused on decades rather than tomorrow — on 
generations rather than years, and this may discourage us. Let us 
bear in mind that Luther and the other reformers did not see the 
results of the educational reforms they worked so hard to bring 
about. And yet, countless generations continue to reap the harvest 
of the seeds the reformers planted. 

Has my time in Africa been worthwhile? Most certainly — 
the long-term good of investing in education for the Lutheran 
churches in Africa is immeasurable. There is little that I would 
deem more important than what God has called us to in Africa — 
building up Lutheran churches through teaching God’s  
Holy Word. 

In June, Pastor and 
Missionary Glenn 
Fluegge and his family 
departed Africa for 
Irvine, Calif., where 
he will continue to 
preach and teach at 

Concordia University, serving as co-director of the Cross-Cultural 
Ministry Center and as assistant professor of theology. 

What’s this?  
Download a QR Code reader on your smartphone 
or tablet. Scan this code with your mobile device 
to watch a video about our work in Africa. Use  
this link: www.lcms.org/LuThERANSengage  
to do the same on your computer or other  
mobile device.

Source: censuses, demographic and health surveys, and the World Religion Database.  
Pew Forum on Religion & Public Life, April ‘10

Muslims and Christians in Africa:

Ratio of Muslims to Christians
Over 200 times as many Muslims as Christians
Up to 200 times as many Muslims
Up to 100 times as many Muslims
Up to 10 times as many Muslims
Up to twice as many Muslims
Approaching even numbers of Christians and Muslims
Up to twice as many Christians
Up to 10 times as many Christians
Up to 100 times as many Christians
Up to 200 times as many Christians
Over 200 times as many Christians as Muslims

This map shows the ratio 
of Muslims to Christians 
in each country and 
province. The North  
is heavily Muslim,  
and the South is  
heavily Christian.
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LCMS Workers in Africa:
Career Missionaries

GEO Missionaries (Globally Engaged in Outreach, 1–2 two years service) 

Career and GEOs Involved with Education

Witness and Mercy Dollars  
Invested in Africa 2012

Sudan
Sierra Leone
Liberia* 
Ghana*
Togo
Nigeria*
Ethiopia
Kenya*
Madagascar
South Africa*
*LCMS Partner Seminaries
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Lutheran Seminaries  
in Africa:

  Invested in Education (18.6%) $414,017 

$2,224,323 Invested

4 lcms.org/lutheransengage          sePteMBer–OCtOBer 2012




