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Letters

I would not be Lutheran, how-
ever, if I did not also find fault. Your
Oswald Hoffmann death notice was
incredibly brief. This is because
you’re planning a major article,
right?

Rev. Mark Wessling

Hialeah, Fla. 

Although we are planning no

posthumous feature story on 

the late Dr. Hoffmann, we refer

readers to an interview of him

(one of his last major published

interviews) in the August 2002

Lutheran Witness, available at

http://www.lcms.org/graphics/

assets/media/Lutheran%20

Witness/LWaug02.pdf

Also, Lutheran Hour Ministries

(LHM), Dr. Hoffmann’s employer

for many years, has a story on his

passing at www.lhm.org (click

“Other Latest News,” then “More” 

to find it). Most significantly,

LHM’s The Lutheran Layman has

devoted about half of its November-

December issue to commemorate

Dr. Hoffmann’s life in Christ. The

package features many photos,

including some from Dr.

Hoffmann’s memorial service.

There is also a tribute to his wife,

Marcia, who died in 2000.    —Ed.

Judge not the mentally ill 

PLEASE DO NOT PROMOTE THE MYTH

that mental illness is caused by
demon possession (“Letters,”
October ’05). People who have
mental illnesses and their families
already deal with enough stress,
stigma, and finger-pointing. They

THE COVER PHOTO OF THE OCTOBER

Lutheran Witness (“Katrina’s
Impact, the Synod’s Response”)
bespeaks a dramatic picture of
Christ’s consolation over fear and
the love of Christians for their 
neighbors. 

After the Asian tsunami and
Katrina, Rita, and Wilma, to say noth-
ing of earthquakes and mudslides,
we may begin to sense a degree of
fatigue in our compassion and gen-
erosity. Yet, the threats keep coming.
We read that the greatest threat may
be a global flu (BH5N1) that could
kill millions. Having recently
returned from China and Romania, 
I take this threat seriously. Mean-
while, overarching all the natural
disasters and the potential pandemic,
the terrible taunts of Islamic terror-
ism continue to surface. 

And yet, the greatest threat facing
our globe is the famine that Amos
warned about—our “enlightened”
world’s failure to embrace the hope
of a living Christ. Truth be told,
paganism prevails over much of our
planet. The storms and threats on
our shrinking globe may be a kind of
early-warning system and wake-up
call to heed the Christ-like model of
love and consolation so graphically
depicted on The Lutheran Witness

cover. 
Dr. Albert E. Jabs 

Lexington, S.C. 

Ossie

I FOUND YOUR OCTOBER ISSUE TO BE ONE

of the most moving I have ever read.
Every article made me want to share
it with someone. 

A message amid the disasters

All the storms and threats may
be a kind of early-warning system
for us to heed the Christ-like
model of love and consolation. 

Dr. Albert Jabs 

Lexington, S.C. 

don’t need the added burden of being
told that people with mental illnesses
are possessed by demons. It is beyond
me why this myth persists in the 21st
century when there is growing evi-
dence from scientific research that
there are physical changes in the brain
chemistry and brain structure of those
who suffer from mental illnesses. 

Also, implying that people with
mental illnesses should not take the
medication prescribed by their doctor
because it is “astronomically expen-
sive” and can be “destructive to the
personality and the mind” is totally
irresponsible! Would you say that to
someone who has cancer and needs
chemotherapy? Would you say that to
someone who is diabetic and needs
insulin? Would you say that to some-
one who needs a heart transplant?

One hopes our response as
Christians to any illness (physical or
mental) is to take the medications and
follow the treatments prescribed by
our doctors and pray that God would
in His time grant healing and improve-
ment to our illness. For some, that
healing will take place here on earth.
For others, it will take place in heaven.
In any case, we place our future in
God’s hands and look to our brothers
and sisters in Christ for support—not
judgment.

Deaconess Jeanne Dicke 

St. Paul, Minn. 

A necessary distinction 

THE ANSWER TO THE QUESTION CONCERNING

“eating and drinking damnation to
oneself” in the Lord’s Supper (“Q & A,”
October ’05) needs some added detail. 

We have so stressed the word
“damnation” (KJV) in 1 Cor. 11:29 that
we frighten people away from the
Lord’s Supper. I have met several who
have expressed this fear, and it goes
back to the word “damnation.” 

We need to read what the rest of the
chapter has to say as a corrective,
especially v. 32. Further, we assume
that “damnation” in this passage means

THE LUTHERAN WITNESS



going to hell, when in v. 29 (as can be
seen from v. 32) it means falling under
God’s discipline so that we can receive
correction, bringing us to repentance
and keeping us from going to hell. 

Recent documents from the
Synod’s Commission on Theology 
and Church Relations on the Lord’s
Supper have been good about making
this distinction clear, but this correc-
tive has not yet reached all people in
the pews.

Rev. Philip Bohlken

Caldwell, Idaho

Awesome chaplains
This topic harkens back a bit (“On

the Precipice of Eternity,” May ’05),
but because our soldiers and chaplains
still are busy in Iraq, it’s still timely. 

What an awesome job our military
is doing—and what wonderful work
we are seeing from our LCMS and
other military chaplains. I wish the
family of every chaplain in Iraq (and
other places) could know of the deep
respect and love we at home have for
these brave people. I thank God for
them, even when the secular media
continues to paint such a bleak picture
of what is happening. Thank you,
Witness, for highlighting our military
and most especially our chaplains!

On a different note, I also was
thankful to read of our Synod’s
response to the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America’s sexuality report
and related votes at its Orlando assem-
bly this summer. I was a member of
the ELCA until 20 years ago, when I
began to see the direction this body
was going in its easy acceptance of
abortion and homosexuality. I only
hope the LCMS continues to stand
strong against these two evils and not
walk down a different path. The talks
with The American Association of
Lutheran Churches appear much more
in line with what God would have us
do. Thank you, Witness, for informing
us of these talks as well.

Meredith Berg

Hudson, Wis.
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by Steven P. Mueller

A n old wardrobe in a deserted
room in a stately country
home might contain any-

thing. Antique clothing or treasures
might be inside. It might make a good
hiding place for a game. But when
Lucy Pevensie opens its door, she
finds the surprise of her life. 

To escape the bombings of World
War II, Lucy and her three siblings
have been sent from their London
home to the home of an unusual
elderly professor. While exploring
this house, Lucy finds the wardrobe
and discovers that it is a doorway
into another world—the magical
land of Narnia.

Lucy Pevensie (Georgie Henley) steps through the wardrobe and into the magical land of Narnia. Lucy, the youngest 
of the children, is a curious, happy-go-lucky girl and the first to venture into Narnia. Because C.S. Lewis wrote 
the book “The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe” for his niece, much of the story is told through Lucy.

THE LION,THE WITCH,
AND THE

What was C.S. Lewis’s intent for his
“Chronicles of Narnia”? And what

should we look for in his books and 
in the new big-budget Disney movie?



For 55 years, readers have
passed through the wardrobe to
enter Narnia with Lucy and her
siblings. They have imagined this
land where myths and fairytales
are true, where animals talk, and
where exciting adventures occur.
They have read with horror about
a country where “it is always win-
ter but never Christmas,” where a
horrid witch reigns with an iron
fist, and where a boy who betrays
his family finds forgiveness and
reconciliation. They have rejoiced
when Narnia is freed and children
from earth are crowned kings and
queens.

Countless readers have pictured
themselves with Lucy, Peter, Susan,
and Edmund, as they explore this
land, as they encounter challenges
and triumphs. With those children,
they have met Aslan, a talking lion
who dies and returns to life again
to destroy the witch and restore
Narnia to its rightful state.

C. S. Lewis’s “Chronicles of
Narnia,” is one of the most popular
and best-loved children’s book
series of all time. The first story,
“The Lion, the Witch, and the
Wardrobe,” is now a major motion
picture. Fans of the Narnia books
will notice some inevitable
changes as the books are adapted
for the screen, but the writers and
producers have worked diligently
to be faithful to the story and to
keep the essential components of
this classic work intact. 

State-of-the-art special effects
combine with Lewis’s imaginative
writing to create a memorable
movie that is sure to attract consid-
erable attention.

Though this classic story is
deeply loved by many, it has also
perplexed some Christian readers.
The presence of fantasy, a witch,
and even a figure who appears to
be like Christ, have made it contro-
versial to some. What is a Christian
to make of this movie?
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Susan Pevensie (Anna Popplewell), second oldest of the children, is sweet and kind,
but joins the battle to fight with Aslan to free Narnia from evil.
Edmund Pevensie (Skandar Keynes) is spiteful and mean and likes to tease his sister,
Lucy. His greed causes him to betray his siblings and join forces with the White Witch. 
Peter Pevensie (William Moseley), the oldest of the children, courageously protects
Susan from a ferocious wolf. Aslan knights him, and eventually crowns him the High
King of Narnia. During his reign he is known as King Peter the Magnificent. 
The Pevensie children become the Kings and Queens of Narnia and join Aslan and his
loyal followers in a dangerous fight to free Narnia from the grip of Jadis’s icy spell.
The movie spends more time than C.S. Lewis's book on the climactic battle.
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The Chronicles are not
Scripture

Surprisingly, one of the reasons
that some readers are skeptical of
the Narnia books is that they have
numerous allusions to Scripture.
Seeing these reflections, many read-
ers identify these books as
allegories. But Lewis did not. They
are not substitutes for another story,
nor does everything in the books
symbolize something else. As a pro-
fessor of English language and litera-
ture, Lewis was well versed in alle-
gory and deliberately wrote these
stories with more subtlety.

Certainly, there are biblical paral-
lels, but the stories are not simply a
recast Gospel. Lewis’s stepson,
Douglas Gresham, who is also a co-
producer of the movie, recognizes
parallels, saying that a viewer who
looks for Christian symbolism will
find it, but notes that the story is
also about relationships, chivalry,
honor, commitment, duty, honesty,
and family values. 

Similarly, producer Mark Johnson
says, “The movie really is about
empowerment and about kids ...

taking charge of their lives.” 
These assessments do not dimin-

ish the parallels that are present in
the story, but they provide an impor-
tant caution. While the release of
this movie—and the resurgence of
interest in the books—provides a
good opportunity for Christian wit-
ness, we should not be too aggres-
sive. Christians who overzealously
demand parallels between Aslan and
Christ may cause some to avoid the
movie. Allowing the plot to stand for
itself opens it to a wider audience. 

This is part of the reason that the
book finds regular use in public
schools. Like many great works of
literature, it has Christian parallels,
but it is, first of all, a novel. The
power of the Chronicles is that it
winsomely presents a good story,
and that story parallels and reflects
another story—a true story.

Conversely, remembering that the
story is not an allegory may keep
Christians from troubling over details
that do not directly correspond to the
Gospels. Events and characters do not
always represent something else—
they may simply serve to advance the
story and make it more engaging. 

Is fantasy appropriate?
Some Christians may be troubled

that these parallels are presented in
a fictional format. Can imaginative,
fantasy literature be used to convey
truth? One need only look to the
parables to see that an illustration 
of the truth need not always be a
historical occurrence. 

Another concern may arise from
the presence of a witch in the title
and plot. But, those who read the
story or watch the movie will see
that the witch is the villain. The
depravity of her actions is clear. She
is defeated by Aslan. The presence 
of a witch need not trouble us; Lewis
never encourages involvement in
witchcraft or other magical activities.

Yet the witch is not the only magi-
cal character. The arrival of the chil-
dren through a wardrobe has a magi-
cal quality. Aslan himself speaks of a
“deeper magic” that restored him to
life. Some may stumble over this
concept, but there is no need. This is
part of Lewis’s strategy for present-
ing the story. Had Aslan spoken of
miracles, the story would be less
effective—the reader might instantly

C.S. LEWIS: 
DEFENDER OF THE FAITH

C. S. Lewis (1898–1963) was one of the most significant Christian
writers of the 20th century. Born to Christian parents in Belfast, North
Ireland, Lewis lost his mother just before his 10th birthday. Shortly after
this, he was sent to English boarding schools where, over the course of the
next few years, he drifted and fell from his childhood faith. While attending
Oxford University, Lewis put his studies on hold to serve in World War I.
Returning to school, he received three degrees from Oxford before becom-
ing a member of the faculty there, and later, at Cambridge University. 

Through the influence of Christian colleagues, including J.R.R. Tolkien,
Lewis became convinced first of the existence of a god, and eventually in
the truth of Christianity. Following his conversion, he published many
books in a variety of genres—including books like “Mere Christianity” that
present and defend Christian teaching, and more imaginative works like
“The Screwtape Letters” and the “Chronicles of Narnia.” 

Through the work of this Christian layman, many people have heard the
Christian message and come to faith.

— S.P.M.

C.S. Lewis was an outspoken Christian, who
wove his faith into much of his writing. 



equate him with Christ and not feel
the full impact of the story. 

Is Aslan Jesus?
There are many themes in “The

Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe”
that might parallel Christian truth,
but nothing seems to do this as
clearly as Aslan. Aslan is a lion, the
son of the Great Emperor beyond
the Sea. He created Narnia by
singing it into being. He calls
children from earth to Narnia
and meets them there. He
ultimately will bring the
land of Narnia to an
end. 

The clearest
parallels to Christ
appear in this first
story. When
Edmund, one of
the children,
betrays his sib-
lings to the White
Witch, he unknow-
ingly earns a sen-
tence of death for
himself. The witch
gladly accepts Aslan’s
offer to trade his life for
that of the boy. She gleeful-
ly kills the lion on a stone
table, thinking she has secured
the kingdom of Narnia for herself
forever. Yet when morning
comes, death works backward
and Aslan returns to life.
Restored to his former self, he
leads the children and all his
faithful creatures into battle,
where the witch is destroyed and
Narnia is freed from her grasp.

If ever there was a literary
parallel to Jesus, it is here. Aslan
vividly demonstrates a sacrificial
death, and a resurrection. He is
like Jesus, exemplifying many of
the things that Jesus did and
taught. But Aslan is not equal to
Jesus. He is a fictional character
with significant parallels to the
historic, biblical Jesus Christ. One

looking with Christian eyes may see
a reflection of the Savior. Others
may not see this at all while still
enjoying the story. It’s not surpris-
ing that Lewis put such a character
in his story. He knew that the theme
of sacrificial death and resurrection
is one of the most pervasive literary
themes. He also knew that while

countless stories and myths depict
similar events, once in human histo-
ry, that story became factual when it
was perfectly embodied by the God-
man, Jesus Christ.

Aslan provides a way for some-
one to consider sacrifice, love, and
courage. The Christian knows—and
will gladly tell others—that those
attributes were exhibited by Jesus
Christ in a way that transcends all
earthly—and Narnian!—parallels.

The Christian and Narnia
Fans of the “Chronicles of
Narnia” may be reading these

words with some frustration
or amusement. Having

read the books, they
know that the Christian

has nothing to fear

from these stories that
were written by a faithful

Christian. Others will be
new to the Chronicles and will

be introduced to them in a theater.
So what is the Christian to do
with the books and/or the movie?

First, we can recognize that
The Lion, the Witch, and the

Wardrobe is a good story with
positive themes. It promotes
families, integrity, courage, and
many other virtues. In an age
when parents struggle with the
material to which their children
(and they) are exposed, this is
good, wholesome entertainment.

Second, this movie is one of 
a number of recent films that

bring well-loved stories to life on
the screen. This may move some to
read more, use their imaginations,
and explore themes and parallels.
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Aslan, the lion-king of
Narnia and son of the
Emperor-over-the-Sea,
the ultimate God of
Narnia, teaches Edmund
the wrongness of his
ways and steers the boy
toward good. Aslan dies
in order to save Edmund
the betrayer, showing

his love for all, including
those who do wrong.

Once in human history,
that story became factual

when it was perfectly
embodied by the 

God-man, Jesus Christ.



In the case of the Narnia movie,
perhaps some will be moved to read
other books in the series and other
books by Lewis. If they do this, they
will see his Christianity even more
clearly. Whether he was writing
about Christianity or about any
other subject, Lewis’s beliefs are
evident.

Third, many people will see the
parallels in this and future Narnia
movies. In conversation with
friends, Christians can winsomely
tell the real story of Jesus. Lewis’s

story is not simplistically saying
that Aslan is Jesus. Still, many of
the things that Aslan said and did
were actually said and done by
Jesus. We are all like Edmund, 
traitors deserving death, but find
that we are graciously spared. Jesus
gives His life in our
place. He truly dies
and rises to life again.
He delivers us from
sin and bondage to
Satan—a life where 
it seemed to be

always winter but never Christmas.
The Son of the Emperor, our King,
calls us to Himself and blesses us.
He dies and rises and gives us life 
in His kingdom forever. 

That’s not a fairytale or work of
fiction. It is the Gospel.

THE LUTHERAN WITNESS

Dr. Steven P. Mueller is professor of 
theology and dean of Christ College 
at Concordia University, Irvine. He is 
the author of “Not a Tame God: Christ 
in the Writings of C.S. Lewis” (CPH 2002).
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The evil White Witch Jadis (Tilda Swinton)
keeps Narnia trapped in eternal winter.
She wields a wand that turns creatures and
people to stone, and she uses Edmund’s
greed to enslave him. The witch is an
embodiment of evil, a servant of Satan.

Throughout the movie, Lucy expresses
her faith without fear. She is the most
believing and trusting in Aslan.

When Peter hears Aslan's name, he
feels very brave and adventurous.
Peter's shield, sword, sheath, and a
sword belt are gifts from Aslan to help
Peter battle the evil forces in Narnia.
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by Jon D.Vieker

It starts right after Halloween.
For most of November and
December every year, the back-

ground sounds accompanying our
driving, our shopping, and even our
visits to the dentist become the
ubiquitous tones of Christmas
songs—both secular and sacred.
From Dolly Parton belting out
“Santa Claus Is Coming to Town,”
to Willie Nelson singing “Joy to the
World,” we sense that the back-
ground music of our every waking
moment is gradually building
toward that colossal, commercial
crescendo on the day before
Christmas. 

Then, suddenly, the day after

Christmas, it will all abruptly cease
... as if Christmas had come and
gone, and no one was the wiser for
it. 

Yet, as Christians, we know there
is much more to the songs of
Christmas than what the commer-
cial world uses them for. In fact, a

great many of the hymns we love to
sing at Christmas are packed full of
rich, biblical meaning and Christian
teaching. Like the song of the
angels that first Christmas night,
the hymns of Christmas tell us and
all the world of “a Savior, who is
Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11 ESV). 

Joy to the World
When Isaac Watts (1674–1748)

was only 18, he complained about
the hymns being sung in church
(perhaps a recurrent teenage phe-
nomenon). An adult challenge to
“write something better” began an
illustrious hymn-writing career that
culminated some 600 hymns later
with a slender volume of psalm
paraphrases, one of which was “Joy
to the World” (Lutheran Worship

53; The Lutheran Hymnal 87). 
In fact, “Joy to the World” was

originally written to be a
paraphrase of Psalm 98, and Watts
originally gave it the subtitle, “The
Messiah’s Coming and Kingdom.”
Yet, that description sounds more
like the end of the world than
Christmas, and Watts may have had
Christ’s second coming more in
mind than the first. Nevertheless,

Watts definitely had Christ in mind
when he wrote this hymn, and that
tells us something about how he
went about paraphrasing the Old
Testament psalms.

Watts was intent on bringing
more to the task than simply
“rhyming the Bible”; he sought to
put Christ at the very center of
every psalm he paraphrased. So,
the second stanza of “Joy to the
World” begins, “Joy to the earth,
the Savior reigns!” Although there’s
no explicit mention of a “Savior” in
Psalm 98, Watts centered this
hymn around the Savior, Jesus
Christ. In stanza 4, he wrote, “He
rules the world with truth and
grace.” There’s no mention of
“truth and grace” in Psalm 98, yet
Watts felt free to incorporate the
New Testament fulfillment of the
promised Messiah, as proclaimed
in the Christmas Day Gospel: “And
the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us, and we have seen his
glory, glory as of the only Son from
the Father, full of grace and truth”
(John 1:14 ESV). 

These are but a couple examples
of the biblical riches Watts packed
into his “Joy to the World.” 

Photos by Tom Openlander, © Concordia Publishing House

REDISCOVER
CHRISTMAS CAROLS

Break through the ever-present holiday background
of overly used Christmas carols and listen again 

to the riches of the real message.
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Hark! The Herald Angels Sing
Just a generation after Watts, Charles

Wesley (1707–88) brought even more of the
Bible’s riches to English hymnody. One of his
best-loved hymns was originally titled, “Hark
How All the Welkin Rings.” “Welkin” is a
Middle English word for “heavens” or “the
abode of the Deity.” A few years later it was
changed to the title we know so well today,
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” (Lutheran

Worship 49; The Lutheran Hymnal 94). 
Wesley’s hymn focuses primarily on the

song the angels proclaimed to the shepherds
that first Christmas night (Luke 2:14). We sing
that same angels’ song throughout the year in
the words of the Gloria in excelsis: “Glory be
to God on high, and on earth peace, good will
toward men.” 

But Wesley doesn’t stop there. Line after
line, he piles on one biblical image after anoth-
er. Just look at the Scriptures proclaimed in
stanza 3:

“Hail the heav’n

born Prince of Peace”

recalls Is. 9:6: “For to us
a child is born, to us a son is
given ... and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (ESV).

“Hail the sun of righteousness!

Light and life to all he brings

Ris’n with healing in his wings” is taken
from Mal. 4:2a: “The sun of righteousness shall
rise with healing in its wings.” (ESV).

“Mild he lays his glory by

Born that man no more may die” reflects 2
Cor. 8:9: “Though he was rich, yet for your sake
he became poor, so that you by his poverty
might become rich” (ESV).

“Born to raise the sons of earth,

Born to give them second birth” repeats the
biblical truth of John 3:3: “Truly, truly, I say to
you, unless one is born again he cannot see the
kingdom of God” (ESV).
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The Rev. Jon D. Vieker 
is assistant director 
for Synod’s Commission
on Worship.

The Real Reason
The hymns of the Christmas

season are packed full of the Bible’s
teachings, and are therefore packed
full of Christ Himself! “Prince of
Peace,” “Sun of Righteousness,”
“Let earth receive her king”—all are
being broadcast this season into the
ears of the churched and
unchurched alike. Yet only those
who belong to Christ really know
what they mean.

As you focus on the words as
you hear these songs over and over
again, perhaps one of these lines
may become a wonderful opportu-

nity for you to point someone to the
real reason for the season. It may
even provide you with a chance to
invite someone outside of the
church—a salesclerk or fellow
elevator passenger—to come inside
this Christmas. As St. Peter declares:
“Always be prepared to give an
answer to everyone who asks you
to give the reason for the hope that
you have” (1 Peter 3:15 NIV). 

You may have that answer closer
at hand than you ever expected—
right in the Christmas hymns that
are all around you!

Many of the hymns we love to sing 
at Christmas are packed full of rich,

biblical meaning and Christian teaching.



by Sally Beck

Afew Christmases ago, our far-flung family realized that the only 
way we could be together for the holiday would be to converge 
at our youngest daughter’s apartment in Washington, D.C.

Converge we did—six adults and one dog coming from New York
City, Los Angeles, and Virginia Beach, Va., to a small, basement row

house apartment. 
The space would be tight; the time would be short; Christmas 

dinner would be vegetarian (pumpkin soup and vegetable quiche); 
and the Christmas decorations—well, what would they be? We 

had a small artificial tree with a few homemade decorations, but 
we needed something more. 

With brown paper bags, needle and thread, a few colors of acrylic paint,
and a gold metallic marker, we had Christmas stockings—filled with the

requisite tangerines, walnuts, candies, and new socks. No mantel to hang
them from, but a bookcase served just fine. 

There! At least one family tradition remained intact. 
We discovered we could celebrate the birth of the Christ Child quite simply

and in a way that felt closer to the way He had celebrated it in the first place
with His little family in that small stable. The stockings (left) were a hit, and I’ve

been making them every Christmas since. (The materials are easy to keep on hand
when extra Christmas stockings are needed for out-of-town houseguests.) 

Christmas decorations draw their real beauty from the stories and
memories attached to them. Ask your family members to describe their favorite
decorations. They probably will not recall the crystal and porcelain ones, but rather
the ones with stories, the ones that must grace the tree every year, no matter what.
“The frosted, metal bell that has teeth marks from our basset hound. ...”  “The
mouse ornament from ‘The Nutcracker’ at Lincoln Center,” (moths remove more
fur every year, but onto the tree it goes). “The simple crèche figures made of olive

wood that Grandma and Grandpa brought back from the Holy Land.” We rearrange
them constantly with baby Jesus traveling
around the house, moving closer to the
manger every day.  

The decorating ideas that follow are made from simple
materials, available at craft and hobby stores or rescued from the
recycling bin. They are activities to bring us together—to create
new stories and to give us a chance to share the story of God’s
love for us in His gift of a baby Savior. 

THE LUTHERAN WITNESS

The idea for this nativity set comes from Doreen
Borschel of Williamsville, N.Y. She and daughter Jan
Grek get together each fall to create gifts for family
members. Tiny clay flower pots, wooden beads, 
a few colors of acrylic paint, squares of fabric,
twine, a glue gun, and a little excelsior for 
baby Jesus’ bed—that’s all you need.

ECORATIONS
TELL THE STORY

D
Create decorations, memories, and traditions that focus on Jesus’ birth.



Ideas from Lucy
Sometimes a Christmas ornament takes on a life of its own.

Lucy and Andy Bartelt of St. Louis provided their three daugh-
ters with their own tree to decorate when they were growing up.
Lucy’s mother took them shopping every Christmas to pick out
ornaments for their little tree. One year their oldest daughter
was entranced with a gigantic blue ball, several times the size of all
the other ornaments. Lucy recalls that Grandma couldn’t say no,
and “Big Blue” became part of their story. No matter that it nearly
topples the tree and obscures the other ornaments ... it stays. 

Lucy is a floral designer and has dozens of other holiday deco-
rating tips as well:

❅ most importantly, don’t be afraid—of color, of unusual 
combinations, of doing it “wrong.”

❅ Try something different on your tree—tie colorful 14” lengths
of satin ribbon to the ends of the branches, any colors you wish.
(Tie simple knots rather than bows.)

❅ Wrap lengths of wired ribbon around a dowel, stretch the rib-
bons out, attach them to the top of the tree, and let them cas-
cade down.

❅ Before the presents begin to accumulate under the tree, light
up the area below the tree—with a string of white lights under a
mantle of white quilt batting.

All photos by King Schoenfeld DECEMBER 2005

Kristen and Henry Stremlau and their children, Thomas, 8, and Elaine, 7, love
making Christmas decorations for their home in St. Louis. They have plenty of
mantels for displaying the little nativity sets—there are ten of them in their
1888 house. One of Kristen’s favorite holiday traditions is surrounding portraits
of their ancestors with holly boughs.

The author loves to tell about
these “elegant hurricane lamps”—
actually, recycled jars minus the
spaghetti sauce, salsa, and straw-
berry jam. To create this tray of
candlelight, save jars in a variety
of shapes and sizes, add white
candles, gold ribbon, and a little
greenery. Set them in a tray in any
configuration you wish.
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Consider words as design elements.
They can add meaning and elegance to a simple
Advent wreath. As you light your wreath each evening
and gather your family for devotions, tie some “word
tags” to your wreath. Each day choose a significant
Advent word or phrase from your reading or conversa-
tion to write on tags. Discuss your choice and try
some unusual words: “surprise,” “pregnant,” “waiting
on tiptoes,” “astonishing,” “stir up our hearts.” 

With all the scrap-booking materials available
today, it’s easy to find the little tags with grommets
that come in a variety of sizes and colors. Pass a gold
metallic marker around the table so all family mem-
bers get a chance to use their best lettering. 

And what about some poetry for the Christmas tree? To do this, you already have three
sources of beauty available: your Lutheran hymnal, the envelopes from last year’s Christmas cards (of course you
saved them), and all the intriguing fonts on your computer. Add a glue stick, some heavy paper, gold cord, and a
paper punch and you are set. Have fun discovering all the hidden poetry in the beautiful words of those hymns that
never get sung or the final verses that get skipped on Sundays. Now they have a place on your tree. 

Then look at the exquisite art on the commemorative Christmas stamps, reproduced from museum collections
around the world. The postmarks add even more interest. Use your literary and design instincts to combine stamps
and appropriate fonts with the words, and add them to your tree. 

Counting the days of Advent is a liturgical tradition that families can enjoy in a variety of ways. Margy
and George Oehlert live in Eastpoint, Fla., and their little tree covered with cross-stitch ornaments (right) has seen
many Advents. Margy has fond memories of spending many hours making the ornaments with friends back in St. Louis.
The friends shared a Bible study, the kids played together, and the Advent ornaments were part of their story. The

All photos by King Schoenfeld

The hymn lines on these
“poem ornaments” are
from “From Shepherding
of Stars” by F. Samuel
Janzow and “For the
Fruit of All Creation” 
by F. Pratt Green.

Blue, the traditional color for hope, is used on the Advent
wreath above, and all the tags are varying shades of blue.
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labor-intensive ornaments 
probably got finished faster,
Margy says, because the
three friends all held each 
other accountable. The orna-
ments are beautiful and so are
the memories.  

Karen Allsing of San Diego
remembers good times, 25 years
ago, when she and friends gath-
ered to make Advent-tree wall
hangings with little, felt orna-
ments to add each day. A book
with daily Advent devotions
accompanies the banner. She
and husband Dick used it for
devotions with their children; now they share it with their six grandchil-
dren. Two of them, Alexis and Jake Bailey, 6 and 8, (pictured above) are
true Advent enthusiasts. Jake had the Advent waiting-problem solved
years ago when he was 3. He snapped all the ornaments in place in one
fell swoop. So much for waiting!

But wait we must. And while we wait we write our stories with
glue sticks and poetry and brushes and thread—creating and relating,
and knowing all along the story of salvation that God has written for us.
As we make our holiday preparations, we are aware of that common
story and of God’s work among us with the gift of His Son and His gifts 
to us of each
other. ✟

Bottom left photo by Margy Oehlert

Kristine and Kurt Harvey, and their daughters
Madalyn, 11, and Claire, 9, live in Arcadia,

Mich., where they celebrate Christmas with
crafts from other cultures like these Scandina-
vian stars that decorate their windows. Made
from paper in various colors, they are assem-

bled from eight, 4-inch paper squares that
they fold three times, then lay on a flat surface
with all the short points meeting in the center.
Tape the pieces to form a star. A dab of a glue
stick adheres them to a window. Madalyn and
Claire like to experiment with different papers

and colors, and Kristine advises using paper
that admits light. 

Sally Beck is a member of Historic Trinity
Lutheran Church in St. Louis and frequently
worships at St. John Lutheran Church, Vandalia,
Missouri, where her husband, Gordon, is the
interim pastor. She is an artist and designer.

Alexis and 
Jake Bailey put 

ornaments on 
the family’s

Advent tree.

Margy Oehlert and her friends created the
Advent ornaments on this little tree.
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by Jeffrey Oschwald

“Don’t think I have come only to
bring peace,” our Lord told His fol-
lowers. “I have not come to bring
only peace, but also a sword” (Matt.
10:34). 

For the world, the Gospel of
Jesus Christ has been both suture
and sword; mighty fortress and
stumbling stone; the fragrance of

life and the odor of death; a word
that creates one, holy, united people
from all nations and a word that can
set father against son and daughter
against mother. 

What was true in our Lord’s day
was true in Martin Luther’s time and
is true today. So it’s hardly surprising

that not all 16th-century Lutherans
welcomed the Book of Concord
with shouts of “Gott sei dank”

(“Thanks be to God”). It was not
unity, but the life-threatening lack of
unity and agreement that called for
the book’s publication in 1580. And,
like every confession of the truth, 
it brought peace—and a sword. 

Three points about the publica-
tion of the Book of Concord are
particularly relevant in this 425th
anniversary year. 

First, it is the Book of Concord.
In their fierce struggle to bring
about concordia (harmony) among
Luther’s followers, men like Jacob

Andreae, Martin Chemnitz, David
Chytraeus, and Nicholas Selnecker
did not simply produce a new con-
fessional statement. Rather, they
gathered into one volume the con-
fessional writings that had provided
guidance and unity through some 
of the church’s most difficult times
(e.g., the creeds, the Augsburg
Confession and its Apology, the
catechisms of Luther) and could
help the church address her current
divisive issues. 

These statements of faith point to
the Holy Scripture as the wellspring
from which all true and pure confes-
sion flows. New challenges had not
rendered old statements irrelevant;
rather, the ongoing struggle for unity
forced the church to return to these
earlier statements of faith and,
through them, to the Word of God. 

The Book of Concord was com-
piled in the Reformation spirit—
this was no attempt to introduce a
new teaching, but rather an attempt
to understand and apply the self-
revelation God gave the world in
His Son, Jesus Christ. 

Second, the unity sought by the
Book of Concord was not simply an
agreement among theologians but a
true concordia among the people of
God. The story of the “Formula of

THE BOOK OF CONCORD:
A SOURCE OF HARMONY

Last in a series to commemorate the 425th anniversary of the Book of Concord.  — Ed

PEACE AND
A SWORD

Through the publication of the Book of Concord,
the Holy Spirit brought unity to 16th-century Lutherans.

Reformation theologians depicted in this illustratin are, from left to
right, David Chytraeus, Andrew Musculus, Nicholaus Selnecker, Martin
Chemnitz, Christopher Cornerus, and Jacob Andreae.



Concord” begins and ends with
appeals to parish pastors and the
members of their congregations.
The divisions were serious and the
issues literally of vital importance,
but the problems could not be
solved in the faculty lounges and
administrative boardrooms of the
day. The battle for harmony had to
be waged and won in sanctuaries
and living rooms. Andreae’s sermons
and Caspar Fuger’s “A Brief, True,
and Simple Report of the Book
Called the ‘Formula of Concord,’”
written as a catechism in order to
gain the support of the laity, are
evidence that those working for
unity and peace realized this truth. 

In her study of Fuger’s efforts
toward unity, Dr. Irene Dingel, 
professor of church history at the
University of Mainz in Germany,
notes: “Not only pastors and scholars
were to support the new book of

confessions, however. The ‘simple
folk’ were also supposed to grasp
that what was at stake here was 
the preservation of the truth of the
Gospel and defense against false
teaching.”

Dr. Robert Kolb, professor of
systematic theology at Concordia
Seminary, St. Louis, makes a
thought-provoking observation in an
article on the Book of Concord. He

traces the development of the mean-
ing of the phrase “body of teaching.”
The ten documents composing the
Book of Concord were seen as a
“body of teaching” that defined the
public faith of a particular group of
Christians in a particular place. In
earlier times, the term had meant
those documents in which a particu-
lar rule of faith could be found.
Earlier still, the term simply referred
to that rule of faith, or interpretive
principle, by which the faith could
be understood, taught, and applied. 

The final point is that real concor-
dia (harmony) is a matter of the
heart. These writings strive to bring
about a unity in readers that goes far
beyond simply saying, “We accept
this and that.” It is a unity brought
about by making new hearts and
transforming minds. It is a oneness
coming from being born again, and
it shows itself in a new way of think-

ing about and understanding cre-
ation, the history of the cosmos, the
purpose of “it all,” and, most impor-
tant, God’s Word. 

This oneness of heart and mind
arises when we understand that all
Scripture testifies of Jesus Christ. It
is the oneness coming from believ-
ing and confessing that the message
of Scripture, expounded in the con-
fessions, is that we are justified by

grace through faith in Christ Jesus
our Lord. 

Such unity can come about only
through the reconciling ministry of
the Spirit of Christ among us. 

In the closing decades of the 16th
century, the Spirit brought such
unity to thousands of Lutheran pas-
tors and their congregations through
the publication of the Book of
Concord. But some could not accept
this book immediately, and some
could never accept it. The Lord’s
work to unite His people in a faithful
confession of His truth would con-
tinue—and continues through us. 

Let’s give the last word to Martin
Luther, who closed a letter to fellow-
reformer Martin Bucer, sent from
Wittenberg and dated Jan. 22, 1531,
with these words: “May the Lord
Jesus enlighten us, and may he
make us perfectly of one mind; for
this I pray, for this I sigh, for this 
I long. Farewell in the Lord.” 

Top photo courtesy of Concordia Publishing House

Dr. Jeffrey Oschwald 
is associate professor 
of Exegetical Theology,
Concordia Seminary, 
St. Louis.
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This is the title page from a 1580
edition of the Book of Concord.

The movable type printing press, perfected by Johann Gutenberg in 1451, had
made books available, and the Renaissance had created a literate public eager
to read and learn. 



he† h
Yea, Lord, we greet thee, Born this happy morning;
Jesus, to thee be glory giv’n!
Word of the Father, Now in flesh appearing!
Oh, come, let us adore him, Oh, come let us adore him,
Oh, come, let us adore him, Christ the Lord!

“Oh, Come,All Ye Faithful” 4th stanza

Miracles of miracles! 
The Son of God, the Second

Person of the Holy Trinity, stepped
out of eternity and into time on
earth and became a human being
when He was conceived by the Holy
Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.
We call this the “incarnation of our
Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.” 

Let’s study the meaning of that
incarnation. 

The very Son of God—THE
WORD—became a human. This is
the true meaning and significance of
Christmas.

How do we explain it? Why was
it necessary? What does it mean for
our everyday lives? How vital is it
for our relationship with God today
and for all eternity?

Who is THE WORD?
True God.

THE WORD (Logos in Greek) 
is a biblical designation for the
Second Person of the Trinity, Jesus
Christ. First, read 1 John 1:1–2 and
John 1:1. According to these pas-
sages, what is the origin of THE
WORD? Was He created?
_______________________________

_______________________________

What was the role of THE
WORD, together with the Father
and Spirit, in creating the world,
including our first parents? Read
John 1:3 and Gen. 1:26–27.
_______________________________

_______________________________

Other Scripture passages affirm
that Jesus Christ was true God from
all eternity and remained true God
for His years on earth. What are the
divine attributes of THE WORD
found in these passages? 

Matt. 28:20 __________________
______________________________

John 5:23 __________________
______________________________

John 5:27 __________________
______________________________

Heb. 13:8 __________________
______________________________

1 John 5:20 __________________
______________________________

Because Jesus is God, He kept
the Law perfectly as our substitute.
His life and death were a sufficient
ransom for our salvation, and by
them He overcame death and the
devil for us. 

How is this clearly stated for us
in each of the following?

Is. 53:5 ______________________
______________________________

Mark 10:45 __________________
______________________________

Rom. 5:19 __________________
______________________________

2 Tim. 1:10 __________________
______________________________

1 John 3:8b __________________
______________________________

Who is THE WORD?
True Man.

THE WORD became flesh when
the Son of God, the Second Person
of the Trinity, received His human
body and soul in the womb of the
Virgin Mary.

Please read about this Gospel
truth in Luke 1:35, Matt. 1:20, and
John 1:14.
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SearchingSCRIPTURE

Rev. Andrew Simcak Jr.
is vacancy pastor at 
St. Luke’s Lutheran
Church, Houston, Texas.

THE WORD 
BECAME FLESH

by Andrew Simcak Jr.

Because Jesus was also true man,
He was able as our substitute to
suffer and die under the Law for us.
Read Gal. 4:4–5 and Heb. 2:14, then
write in your words why Jesus
became a human to save humanity.
________________________________

________________________________

Christmas is all about Jesus Christ
and what He did for us. If He had
remained in heaven and THE WORD
had not become flesh, we would still
be cursed for our failure to keep
God’s Law perfectly, and we would
still deserve to be punished for our
sins. 

However, the Son of God
remained God, yet became flesh,
became a human being. This Advent
and Christmas, think about why the
Son of God became the Son of Man
for you. As both true God and true
man, His perfect life on earth spared
us from the curse of the Law.
Through His suffering, death, and
resurrection, He delivered us from
the punishment we deserved, giving
us by His undeserved love full for-
giveness, life, and salvation.

Thank God for the incarnation of
our Lord! That is the reason we can
have a truly merry, joyful Christmas!



by Charles Manske

How can we commu-
nicate with God, any-
way? 

He seems so far
away. It seems like He
is from another time
and another place. 

We seem to be lost ...
or at least cut off.
Should we try to e-mail
Him? Can we find His
Web page? Does He
have a phone number?
If He lives somewhere,
what’s His address?

Yes, we seem cut off...
to say the least. We are like planets without an orbit ...
without the sun.

So God had to step into the communications gap. He
sent His Son to become our sun ... for God the Son is the
center of all we are and do.

Yes, God did it because we could not. He sent His
communicator, Jesus Christ. “This Son, radiance of the
glory of God, flawless expression of the nature of God,
Himself the upholding principle of all that is, effected in
person the reconciliation between God and man” (Heb.
1:4, Phillips).

There it was on a Christmas card that I received:

“If our greatest need had been information,
God would have sent an educator.

If our greatest need had been technology,
God would have sent a scientist.

If our greatest need had been money,
God would have sent an economist.

If our greatest need had been pleasure,
God would have sent an entertainer.

But our greatest need was the forgiveness of sins,
So God sent a Savior.”

A Savior who was the Good News of God Himself.
But He also was the communicator of the Good News.

Communicating was never easy. According to God,
the best way for Him to communicate with humankind
was disclosed in the:

“Christ who was born in somebody else’s stable;
Christ who was crucified on somebody else’s cross;
Christ who was laid in somebody else’s tomb; and
Christ who died for somebody else’s sins.”

And that’s where you and I come in.
In the great play production of life, God writes our

entrance.
“Enter” you who failed in your communication with

God and find the redemptive pattern created for you in
Christ. Be in touch with Him now, and you will be in
touch with Him forever.

Communication does not begin with human devices.
It proceeds because the Holy Spirit introduces the Son
to us as the great Communicator. Communications does
not stop when God has reached us, but when we have
reached others for Him. Now we see clearly how the
Spirit has reached our lives, our family, our parish, our
Synod, and the brotherhood of Christians everywhere.

And we say, “Thank you God ... don’t let it stop with
me. Reach out and communicate through me to others.”

We hear God, the communicator, say to us and
through us:

“Because there is a Baby in Bethlehem, 
all babies everywhere are blessed.

“Because of Christ’s poor birth and death on earth, 
you can have the richness of heaven.

“Because Christ gave His time, you can have eternity.
“Because Christ came to earth, you can go to heaven.”

Communicating with God is a gift that we have in
Christ and through Christ.

Dr. Charles Manske, founding
president of Concordia University,
Irvine, Calif., is executive 
producer of the Synod’s TV 
program, “Point of Truth.”
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COMMUNICATING
WITHGOD God speaks to us through His Son

and through us to reach mankind.
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from the PRESIDENT

Preparing for Christmas is a joy for my wife, Terry,
who dearly loves decorating our home. Because
of our travel schedule, she started that process

this year earlier than usual. 
Christmas also brings great joy as we gather with

loved ones. When we lived in Texas, everyone in our
immediate family came to our home for the special cele-
bration. Now we travel to Texas to spend Christmas with
family, highlighted by celebrating the birth of Jesus in
worship, followed by many meaningful family traditions.
On Christmas Day, we also celebrate the birth of Terry’s
dad, who will be 92 this year, God willing. 

Wherever we gather, Christmas is a time of joy, most
happily shared with family. It is a Christ-centered time
with loved ones in the comfort, beauty, and security of
someone’s home.

For many people who in the past have enjoyed similar
experiences and traditions at Christmastime, this year
will be very different. It will not be easy.

Among those are the folks I visited at a gathering for
church workers and their spouses not long ago in
Birmingham, Ala. These pastors, teachers, and spouses
were among the many victims of Hurricane Katrina. After
Katrina came Rita and Wilma, which took their own toll
—as did Charley, Frances, and Ivan last year. For those
affected, these are names that strike fear in the heart.
And in southern Indiana, there are people also suffering
great loss from a killer tornado that struck last month.

A number of those at the Birmingham retreat lost
everything to Katrina. Their homes are gone or so badly
damaged that they cannot live in them. In some cases,
their church buildings and congregations are gone, too.
Their people evacuated in advance of the storm, many of
them never to return. Their futures are uncertain.

Some of these
Christian brothers and
sisters are now living
with loved ones in
other parts of the
country. Some are
staying with congrega-
tion members whose
homes are livable—
sometimes moving
from one home to
another. They are in fact homeless—displaced, distracted,
and sometimes bordering on despair and depression.

Christmas will be different for them this year.
These are people of faith who are feeling the burden

of pain in the aftermath of destruction. They are asking
questions that are normal for people who experience
what they have: Why did this happen? Where is God in
this? How do we restructure our lives? What is our mis-
sion?

It’s natural for believing Christians to respond with
words of great significance, such as Rom. 8:28, “And we
know that in all things God works for the good of those
who love him, who have been called according to his
purpose.” These words are certainly true! Yet at this point
in the recovery effort, hurricane victims are struggling
mightily and have great difficulty seeing the good that
God will work through a destructive storm.

The other vitally important words we can share are
words of incarnation that communicate the real meaning
of Christmas. God sent His Son into the world in the per-
son of the baby Jesus, who was wrapped by His mother in
swaddling clothes and laid in a feed trough because there
was no other room for the family, who had traveled far
from home to Bethlehem.

From this humble beginning, Jesus—God made flesh
—lived in servant ministry, fulfilled the Law for us, and
died a gruesome death before His glorious resurrection.
This incarnational act of God produces the peace that
passes all understanding for His people—whether they
celebrate Christmas with great joy and tradition, or expe-
rience Christmas with some great big holes in their lives.

Terry and I pray for you a Christ-filled, joyful, peaceful
remembrance of the birth of Jesus—Savior of the world,
Lord of the universe, God with us.

Jerry Kieschnick

Lives Transformed through Christ, 
in Time ... for Eternity!
John 3:16–17
e-mail: president@lcms.org

Web page: www.lcms.org/president

GOD WITH US
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Rev. Adam Cooper surveys damage from Hurricane Katrina
to the fellowship hall at St. Matthew Lutheran Church, Gulf-
port, Miss. The storm left many homes in similar condition.
For their owners and former inhabitants, Christmas will be
very different this year.


