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Letters

spiritual differences. Too often, the
focus is on ensuring that non-believ-
ers know where we as Christians
stand in doctrine without first
showing care for the unbeliever’s
life, health, family, or welfare.

Kelly Matthews
Liberty, Mo.

READING DR. SCHMIDT’S INFORMATIVE

essay was rewarding and appreci-
ated, especially because he cor-
rectly declined even to mention the
oft-heard claptrap that the patri-
arch Abraham, biological progeni-
tor of the Arab peoples through
Ishmael, also is the “spiritual” or
philosophical/intellectual “father”
of Islam. The mere fact of a com-
mon belief in monotheism is not
sufficient to substantiate such a
presumed parentage.

Leonard C. Johnson
Moscow, Idaho

I FOUND DR. SCHMIDT’S ARTICLE TO BE

quite interesting in that it presented
the facts without being too lengthy.
Is it possible to get this article
online? I would like to forward it to
a number of friends who do not
receive The Lutheran Witness.

Nate Rathjen
Plymouth, Minn.

Selected articles from each
month’s issue of the magazine are
placed online as a single PDF file.
Dr. Schmidt’s article is included
in the file for February. Go to
www.lcms.org/witness on the Web
and click on the issue desired.
Each issue since February 2002
has been posted.—Ed.

HAVING READ “CHRISTIAN OR MUSLIM:
What’s the Difference?” (Feb. ’05), 
I am very thankful that Dr. Alvin J.
Schmidt wrote the article and that
The Lutheran Witness published it.
It was well written, timely, and very
informative.

As the influences of Islam
expand throughout Europe and
here at home, and as new mosques
continue to be built, we must real-
ize that we cannot ignore the
advance of this religion any longer.
Every church library should have
some current books on the subject.
Are we willing to submit to God
and tell these people of God’s great
love for them?

Richard Eischen
Rockford, Ill.

HOW CAN WE SHARE CHRIST’S LOVE

unless we are willing to share our-
selves personally with non-believ-
ers? Dr. Schmidt identifies signifi-
cant differences between Islamic
and Christian beliefs, adding to the
already overwhelming fear many
Christians have of Islam, but does
not discuss sharing with our
Muslim neighbors.

To share with someone, you have
to be in contact with them. If we
desire to be part of the Great
Commission, we cannot let fear or
differences cause us to lock our-
selves within communities where
fellow Lutheran Christians are the
only people present. Even at the
peril of our own comfort, we have to
mix in our communities, local and
global, with a spirit of humility, will-
ing to share ourselves as friends
before we address concern over

Islam and Christianity
... [W]e must realize that we

cannot ignore the advance of this
religion any longer.

Richard Eischen
Rockford, Ill.

For Lutheran singles

I WAS EXCITED TO READ THE ARTICLE

about Internet dating in the
February issue (“Searching for Love
Online”), but I think an important
opportunity was missed. The article
mentioned the “mainstream”
eHarmony.com, but no mention was
made of the “Singles Seeking” Web
site through “Lutherans Online,”
sponsored by Thrivent Financial for
Lutherans.

The “Singles Seeking” message
board is a valuable resource for
people in our church body to meet
other singles with similar back-
grounds and beliefs—something not
easily found on other Internet dating
sites. It holds a special place in my
heart because it is where I met my
husband, and other Lutheran friends
have met their spouses there as
well. I just wanted to make sure that
your single readers know this
avenue is available.

Genevieve Wagner
Marion, S.D.

To access the “Singles Seeking”
Web page, go to www.lutheranson
line.com/singlesseeking.—Ed.

‘Rescue the Perishing’

THE FEBRUARY COVER SHOWING THE

aftermath of the tsunami caught my
eye. Our church had just celebrated
its annual mission festival under the
theme, “Rescue the Perishing.” Most
of the people who perished in the
tsunami perished eternally.

One year ago, my husband was
diagnosed with lung cancer. While
waiting for emergency surgery, he
said that either way it goes, we win.
St. Paul said the same thing: “For to
me, to live is Christ and to die is gain”
(Phil. 1:21). Most of the people in the
tsunami disaster couldn’t say that.

Please consider LCMS World
Mission’s Ablaze! effort to share
Christ with l00 million unreached,
uncommitted people by 2017. With
God, all things are possible. Pray and
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ask God to show you how to respond-
pray, give, learn, go, send, tell, cele-
brate. The Lord may have a combina-
tion of these responses in mind for you.

Marie Dudeck
Oviedo, Fla.

Praying to saints (cont.)

REGARDING THE JANUARY “Q&A,” MAY I

add the following reasons why we
don’t pray to saints and recite the
rosary: (1) No particular saint, includ-
ing the blessed Virgin Mary, is
omnipresent and omniscient to hear
and understand the simultaneous
prayers in different languages said by
Christians around the world. (2) We
see no example of believers in the
Scriptures praying to deceased Old
Testament saints, such as Noah,
Abraham, Jacob, Moses, etc. (3) The
rosary began only in 1000 A.D. and in
its present form did not become popu-
lar until the 16th century. Moreover, in
the rosary more prayers are directed
to Mary than to God—for every 10
“Hail Marys,” one “Our Father” is said.
(4) We don’t believe that the saints
have their assigned specializations
and that Christians are enjoined to
seek a saint who specializes in their
particular needs. (5) Prayers and
devotions to saints, particularly to the
Virgin Mary, draw Christians away
from Jesus and diminish the signifi-
cance of His incarnation. (6) Jesus
promised, “I am with you always”
(Matt. 28:20) and “I will do whatever
you ask in my name” (John 14:13).

Dr. Jose B. Fuliga
Temecula, Calif.

We welcome letters that com-
ment on articles in The Lutheran
Witness. Letters may be edited for
length and clarity. Send letters to
“Letters,” c/o The Lutheran
Witness, 1333 S. Kirkwood Road,
St. Louis, MO 63122-7295; or 
send them via e-mail to
Lutheran.Witness@LCMS.org.
Please include your name, postal
address, and telephone number.
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by Roger Sonnenberg

I t’s late at night. Max tells his
wife he’s got work to do. He
drives to his office, carefully

locking the door behind him. His
routine is the same. There are no
lights turned on, only the light of his
LCD monitor. He places his chair in
a certain position as part of the ritu-
alization that feeds his new addic-
tion. It doesn’t take long to get his
fix. He glides the mouse across the
soft pad and enters his secret meth
lab—the world of pornography.

His eyes become the needles that
inject the addictive substance into
his system. Feelings of euphoria
overwhelm him. With each fix, it
seems to take longer to get high. The
late-night visits have become a prior-
ity, more cherished even than the
relationship with his wife and chil-
dren. He glances at his watch as he
leaves his office, surprised at the
time. When he arrives home, his wife
and children are asleep. He quietly
slips into bed, next to his wife, feel-
ing guilty and helpless.

He’s only glad that no one knows.
Max is not alone. He has become

entangled in what some, using
another addictive-drug image, refer
to as “the new crack cocaine”—
cybersex.

From blessing to curse
Few things have revolutionized

our society over the last decade
more than the computer and the
Internet. Family members no longer
watch television together, but
instead sit at their personal comput-
ers, surfing worlds that were never
before accessible to them. One sur-
vey indicates that almost 60 percent
of households have one or more
computers, with the majority of
them having Internet access. 

This new world of computers and
the Internet brings many blessings.
The Internet delivers into our homes
an Alexandrine library where we can
find anything from how to tie a tie to
the most recent happenings in Iraq.

The ability to communicate has

been made easier and less expen-
sive. Instant messaging is just what
it’s called—instant e-mails fly back
and forth as one reads about every-
thing from how Grandmother made
it through surgery to what the
weather is like. Retail stores wonder
why their Christmas sales were
down, only to discover that 6 to 7
percent of their once-customers
never left their homes to shop; they
made their purchases online. The
music and movies we once went to
the store to purchase are now
flashed to us in a matter of minutes
via the Internet.

It is a wonderful new world, a
world of blessings. However, as with
all good things, Satan has invaded it
and tarnished the gift.

SuperStock

Computers and the Internet are a great blessing.
But serious, addictive danger lurks as well.

       



The Internet also has become a
24/7 delivery system of evil. It can
bring into our homes every imagina-
ble type of pornography. Sexual
predators prowl chat rooms seeking
their next victims. Hate information
and false information are dissemi-
nated free of charge. Gambling
advertisers bombard our monitors
in hopes that one part of the loop
will lure its next customer into the
online casino.

Porn proliferates
Some call Internet pornography

“the new crack cocaine.” But others
say it is more like “athlete’s foot”—
it never goes away. The more you
scratch it, the more it itches. With
every scratch there is only more
pain and a stronger desire for
scratching.

Some suggest that pornography
addicts may have a more difficult
time recovering than the cocaine
addict. Cocaine addicts can get the
drug out of their system; sex addicts
find it much more difficult to erase
pornographic images from their
minds.

James spoke of the danger when
he wrote: “When tempted, no one
should say, ‘God is tempting me.’
For God cannot be tempted by evil,
nor does He tempt anyone; but each
one is tempted when, by his own
evil desire, he is dragged away and
enticed. Then after desire has con-
ceived, it gives birth to sin; and sin,
when it is full-grown, gives birth to
death” (James 1:13–15).

In a recent survey, one in four
kids reported having at least one
unwanted exposure to sexually
explicit pictures during the past
year. A study by Focus on the
Family shows that one in five adults
has visited a sexually oriented Web
site. Pornographers begin by whet-
ting the appetite of their victims.
First the images, then a visit to the
site, and when the sin is “full
grown,” it can even give “birth to
death.”

Our first thought when speaking
of Internet pornography might be
that the consumers are likely our
children—teenagers with raging
hormones. Though we should be
concerned about them, studies tell
us that the greatest Internet-porn
traffic occurs during the 9-to-5
workday. This means that much of
pornography use is taking place in
the offices and work stations of
adults. Nearly one of three compa-
nies has terminated an employee for
inappropriate Internet use.

What is equally surprising is that
women are also involved in cyber-
sex. One survey suggested that 40
percent of users are women.
Though at one time their addiction
may have been slanted toward
romance novels or chat rooms,
more and more are getting hooked
on the visual.

Warning signs
Just as with cocaine addiction,

there are signs someone might be
hooked on Internet pornography. 
A few of the signs might include:

F previous pornography usage
(e.g., pornographic magazines)

F unexplained credit-card bills

ImageState APRIL 2005

IN CASE YOU’RE
HOOKED ...
Here’s what to do:

F Acknowledge you have a prob-
lem.

F Seek counseling from your pas-
tor, a Christian therapist, or
fellow members of a 12-step
group (see below).

F Establish an abstinence con-
tract. This is a contract to be
celibate, usually for 90 days. Its
purpose is to help you realize
that sex is not your most impor-
tant need. The contract needs to
be made with a pastor or thera-
pist, and it must include one’s
spouse.

F Find a sponsor who can help
keep you accountable. The
sponsor can be someone from a
12-step group or someone from
the church, such as an elder.

F Stop the rituals that encourage
the addiction. Rituals are those
thoughts and actions that pre-
cede the sexual acting out.
Along with identifying these
rituals, one must establish some
roadblocks that prevent these
rituals from taking place.

F Join a 12-step group for sexual
addiction. There are several. 
To find locations of meetings,
check their Web sites:
Sexaholics Anonymous,
www.sa.org; Sex Addicts
Anonymous, www.sexaa.org; 
or Sex & Love Addicts
Anonymous, www.slaafws.org.

F Pray for discernment and power
to resist the temptation.

F Seek empowerment through
Word and Sacrament. Besides
involving oneself in worship
and group Bible study, seek
restoration through daily and
personal study of God’s Word as
well.

— R.S.

Several recent studies
have found that up to 90
percent of 8- to 16-year-
old boys and girls have
viewed pornography
online, usually while
doing homework.
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F spending large amounts of time
at the computer late at night

F a distancing physically, emotion-
ally, and spiritually

F irritability or restlessness when
unable to access the computer.

With heavy usage of pornogra-
phy, most addicts enter into what
psychologists call a “dissociative
state,” meaning they are unable to
separate reality from cyber reality.
The more time he spends online,
the more the real world seems
unreal or strange to him. It is for
this reason that the Internet is now
a contributing factor to more than
half of all marital and family prob-
lems.

The reason seems obvious. St.
Paul reminds us that “love is not
self-seeking” (1 Cor. 13:5). Internet
pornography is viewed in isolation.
It separates husbands and wives.
Cybersex is self-seeking.

As with any addiction, the addict-
ed person himself must come to
acknowledge that he has a prob-
lem. Every Internet user should be
asking the following questions:

F Am I online more than 10 hours
a day in non-work related activi-
ty?

F Have I used pornography online
to escape from problems?

F Do I find myself returning online
day after day in search of a high-
er sexual experience?

F Am I lying to my family or oth-
ers about what I’m doing online?

F Have I been unsuccessful in my
attempts to cut back on engag-
ing in sex online?

F Am I online when I should be
doing something else?

F Is my online activity hurting my
relationship with my spouse and
family?

F Would I be willing to share my
online activity with everyone in
my church family?

‘Please, help me!’
When television evangelists Jim

and Tammy Faye Baker’s world
collapsed, so did their son’s. What
disillusioned Jay most was that for
years he had heard of grace and
forgiveness; however, when his
parents sinned, he saw and felt
little, if any, grace being offered to
them or him. His disappointment
drove him to drugs, and for years he
struggled to make sense of religion.

Unfortunately,  Jay Baker’s story
is repeated too often in the church,
especially when it comes to certain
sins! This may especially be true
with the sin of sexual addiction.
Every church and its leaders should
ask some questions:

F Is our church a safe grace place
for even the sexually addicted? 

F Could someone who is strug-
gling with online pornography
find among the elders or church
staff someone he or she might
talk to in confidence?

F Are there people who
would be willing and
able to help the sexu-
ally addicted be
accountable?

F Are there study groups
who help men and

women in their sexual struggles
(e.g., a study of Stephen
Arterburn’s Every Man’s Battle
or Preparing Your Son for
Every Man’s Battle)?

F Do you support any (SA)
Sexaholics Anonymous or
(SAA) Sex Addicts Anonymous
groups within your church?

Psychologist Mary Anne Layden
says that porn addiction is the
“most concerning thing to psycho-

logical health that I
know of existing today.”
The Internet has opened
the possibilities of
exploring the world of
pornography with little
or no risk, and statistics
are telling us that more
and more people are
entering this new world.

The opening line in
the classic Dickens
novel A Tale of Two
Cities summarizes the
situation: “It was the
best of times, it was the
worst of times.” It is the
“worst of times” in the
temptations the Internet

offers; however, it is the “best of
times” for the church to make a
difference.

Where others fail and cannot
help, the Gospel of Jesus Christ
offers forgiveness and restoration.
Though we must teach the Law,
only the Gospel has power for
change. “What a wretched man I
am! Who will rescue me from this
body of death? Thanks be to God—
through Jesus Christ our Lord!”
(Rom. 7:24–25).

THE LUTHERAN WITNESS

Rev. Roger Sonnenberg is pastor
of Our Savior Lutheran Church,
Arcadia, Calif., and teaches in
the Family Ministry program at
Concordia University, Seward,
Neb.
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by Bryan R. Salminen

T here are many ways
Christians can be a witness
to friends and neighbors.

Few are more important than with
our lives of romance and marriage.

I mention romance along with
marriage because both are impor-
tant. Too often, we tend to think
that feelings and romance are only
for the young or those in a new
relationship, not for “old married
couples.” I would like to dispel that
notion.

Consider God’s love for us. Yes,
it’s true that we know God loves us
because of what He did for us in
sending His only Son to be our
Savior. But it’s equally clear from
Scripture that God’s loving actions
toward us were accompanied by
His feelings for us.

Not only did He do something for
me, but He also felt something for
me!

In the book of Hosea for exam-
ple, God speaks of His heart break-
ing over the rebellion and unfaith-
fulness of His people, whom He
tenderly characterizes over and

over as His wife. In the same way,
our commitment to love our spous-
es must generate more than lifeless,
mechanical actions.

‘Romantic Junkies’
There are, of course, tremendous

problems with seeing love only as
romance. When we focus obsessive-
ly on romance—the most
irrational, volatile, and often
illusory form of love—we
fail to consider that love
may be an art involving
skills that need to be devel-
oped throughout a lifetime.
Romance, so sweet in ado-
lescence, turns sour when
we try to prolong it into a
philosophy of mature love. 

When we are green and
lithe as willow branches, we
dream of the ideal—the
perfect woman, the perfect
man, the utopian society. We fall in
love. We know we can make all
things new and beautiful.
Everything seems possible. 

And then, as suddenly as it
began, the love song ends. The
romance dies.

Many Americans are romance
junkies who habitually fall in love,
repeating a cycle of quest, conquest,
and disappointment without ever
examining the illusions that created
the romantic idea of love. 

When it comes to love, we are
emotional illiterates. No school or
curriculum teaches us how to culti-
vate the disciplines and delights of

love that give meaning and depth
to our lives. Perhaps this is why
America has the highest divorce
rate in the world. Approximately
half of all recent marriages end in
divorce. Increasingly, couples don’t
even bother to get married. Almost

Most divorces occur
because the couple ...

“has fallen out of love.”
But every couple needs 
to know it is possible to 

“fall in love all over again.”

FA INLOVE
ALL OVER AGAIN
It’s in the routine that married couples find love made real.

                    



one third of all children born in America today are
born to single mothers.

God forbid that my words cause anyone more pain. 
I weep over the anguish of those who have been
divorced. I know temptations and hardships bombard
every marriage. I know many people face enormous
hurt and horrendously difficult spouses in ways that I
can hardly even imagine. The church should support
those who rightly separate for an appropriate time
from an abusive spouse. 

But so many married couples give up too easily. Most
divorces do not happen because of affairs or abuse.
Most occur because the couple, as I have been told
repeatedly, “has fallen out of love.”

Making changes
Every couple needs to know it is possi-

ble to “fall in love all over again.” But it
takes more than changes in their behavior. It
often includes that, but it also includes
changes in attitudes, thoughts, and beliefs
about one another and about their mar-
riage. It becomes a matter of the will. 

Feelings will change when you focus on
changing your thoughts and behaviors, not
when you focus directly on changing your
feelings. You can never be happy by trying
to be happy. Happiness is always a result of
giving yourself to someone or something
you love. 

When I played college basketball, my
coach never asked me, “Sal, do you feel like
rebounding today?” He told me, “Get in
there and rebound.” And as I did, I felt
great. In a similar way, that’s how loving
feelings come back to a married couple.
They can never be attained through pursu-
ing them directly. 

Through my years as a pastor and thera-
pist, I have been delighted to see couples
who were on the verge of divorce, having
no feelings for the other person except
possibly “hatred,” learn how to fall in love

all over again. But it can’t happen by simply changing
behavior. That form of legalism often leads the couple to
do loving things while gritting their teeth and thinking, “I
still can’t stand him.” 

In our culture, we tend to place feelings before
thoughts and behaviors. We feel our way into a new way
of behaving. So, if I don’t feel like loving my wife, I don’t.
If I don’t feel like kissing my wife, I won’t. 

But in fact, the way to change a marriage is by think-
ing and behaving our way into a new way of feeling.
What I am called to do—and can do because the Spirit
of God dwells in me—is to bring every thought captive
to Christ. I need to view my spouse through the lens of
faith and remind myself who she is in Christ. 

Illustrations by Steve EdwardsTHE LUTHERAN WITNESS

Human love is made
real not in the height 

of romantic attraction and
enthusiasm but in the
everyday struggles of living
with another person.

           



Gifts of God
Christians don’t ignore the fact that they have prob-

lems or issues in their marriage. That would be naive.
Rather, we begin with the truth of God who says our
spouse is a gift from Him to us. She may not always look
like a gift or behave like one. Yet in Christ, she is a gift
of God. 

Based on that truth, we then resolve to work through
our differences and difficulties. And even when those
difficulties can’t be overcome, we learn how to live
together as husband and wife. 

Is this easy? Of course not. 
You may think it’s not realistic to expect such a thing.

Nevertheless, by bringing our thoughts and then our
behaviors captive to Christ, daily reminding ourselves
who we are in Christ, and who our spouse is in Christ,
and what our marriage is in Christ, we can learn how to
fall in love all over again. 

How do I know? It’s happened to me. During a period
in our marriage, due to a variety of problems and issues,
my wife and I were having some enormous difficulties,
and I place the foot of blame at my own doorstep. I
became distracted by many other things and people, and
I no longer remembered who I was or who she was—
God’s most marvelous gift to me.

I’ll never be able to accurately tell how much thanks
and love I owe to my beloved wife, Casey, for putting up
with me, forgiving me, and providing the healing context
for our love to flourish. She has stayed by me in sick-
ness and health, whether richer or poorer. She has loved
me through my quirks, my sins, my withdrawals, and
she has unbounded faith in me. And as a result of her
refusal to quit on me and on our marriage, our lives have
been blessed with not only a renewed commitment, but
with a renewed passion. 

Marriage is where boys are meant to become men,

just as it enables girls to grow into women. We are
called to leave our fathers and mothers, to cleave to
each other, and to become adults (Gen 2:24). 

Marriage not only enables true love to deepen, but
romance to flourish each and every day that love is
believed, confessed, shared, and experienced. 

In that famous love chapter (1 Corinthians 13), 
St. Paul speaks of the love that endures long after 
the initial ardor of courtship has cooled. 

Human love is made real not in 
the height of romantic attraction and
enthusiasm but in the everyday strug-
gles of living with another person. 
Yes, in the daily and unromantic expe-
riences of keeping house, fixing leak-
ing faucets, and changing diapers. 
It is in these that the possibilities for
“falling in love all over again” occur.

Dr. Bryan R. Salminen is
professor of practical
theology and coordinator
of counseling services 
at Concordia Seminary,
St. Louis.

APRIL 2005

U Plan 10 loving things to do
each day for your spouse, then
do them for the next 30 days.
Loving feelings come from those
who do loving things. 

U Read Divorce Busting: A
Step-by-Step Approach to
Making Your Marriage
Loving Again, a book by
Michele Weiner-Davis. It is writ-
ten to help the spouse who
wants to save his or her marriage
even though the other spouse
may not. It is possible to save a

marriage even if both do not
want to work on it. Changing one
part may eventually change the
whole marriage.

U Don’t forget, your marriage is
God’s gift. Remind yourself and
one another that each is a gift of
God to the other—even when
you are angry.

U Seek wise Christian counsel if
needed. Begin with your pastor;
he will provide counsel or can
refer you to someone he trusts.

— B.R.S.

START TO RE-VITALIZE A MARRIAGE: 

Plan10 loving things to do each day.
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by Jennifer J. Mills

I’d been standing in the airport five minutes ... long
enough to catch my breath and long enough to quiet-
ly panic. 

What am I doing? I don’t know any of these people. 
I don’t know anything about archaeology. I don’t know
anything about Israel, except that the United States gov-
ernment has issued a travel advisory warning Americans
not to travel to Israel. Great! That sure doesn’t make me
feel better. A couple minutes longer and I’m going to run.
I’ll catch a cab and they’ll never know. ...

“Oh, there’s Jenn. How long have you been waiting?” 
I heard my team leader (and Concordia University, St.
Paul, Minn., theology professor) Dr. Mark Schuler ask,
luggage in tow.

“Oh, not long. Maybe 10 minutes.” I replied, fake smile
readily in place.

“OK, well everybody’s here, so let’s get started!” Dr.
Schuler was beaming.

I thought I was going to be sick. So the journey began
half-heartedly.

Just the beginning
After 12 hours in flight, I was walking on Israeli soil—

or dust rather. It seemed like we had stepped out of the
airplane and into an issue of National Geographic. 

It was hot. The air was ripe with smells of produce,
sweat, and the hot swirling dust. The team members
gathered their packs and loaded on to the waiting bus.
We got our first look at Israel through the grayish haze 
of dust-laden windows.

It was dark when we arrived at Kibbutz Ein Gev, our
home for the next five weeks. After a quick orientation
of our “apartments” and a paternal lecture from Dr.
Schuler, we unpacked. 

We were welcomed to our new place by one of many
geckos—“Sammy,” as I called him. After my hand
grazed the light-switch this little green host scurried
across the wall, ducking beneath the make-shift pat-
terned curtains. Welcome home. Sammy and the bare
concrete walls dropped a pit in my stomach as I sur-
veyed my new home. I was alone. I was scared. That
night I lay in my bed, watching shadows, listening to 
old creaks, and waiting to fall asleep.

THE LUTHERAN WITNESS

Just a few weeks working as an 
archaeologist volunteer provides 

a fresh perspective and 
some surprises.

DISCOVERY
AT THE DIG
DISCOVERY
AT THE DIG

Jennifer Mills and
Mark Schuler uncover

a mosaic tile floor.
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A rag-tag team?
Four-forty-five a.m. Parking lot. Bus. Can’t

think in complete sentences. It’s too early.
What have I gotten myself into? I have never
gotten up this early. I have stayed up this late,
but that was in college. 

All the volunteers, staggering with sleepi-
ness, piled onto the bus, which took us to the
base of Hippos. We unloaded the bus and
began the one-kilometer trek up the hill to our
dig site. One kilometer allowed time for all the
volunteers to wake up and contemplate what
today will bring. 

When we reached the site, I breathed in 
the air of today and looked at the land of 
thousands of years. As I surveyed the dig site, 
I couldn’t help but survey our team: three pas-
tors, two teachers, two students, two writers, one 
pastor’s wife, and one retired soil scientist. Seemed 
like a rather rag-tag team to me. But I guess that’s OK ...
God’s been doing good things through rag-tag people for
a long time.

The virtual dig
Each day when our work in the field was done, our

work in the virtual world began. The “virtual dig” used
technology of the 21st century to connect more than
1,000 junior high students, families, and the public to
centuries-old artifacts half a world away. From the
beginning of the 2004 dig season, the virtual-dig concept
was Dr. Schuler’s “crazy idea” to stay in contact with
junior-high students via the World Wide Web at 
www.virtualdig.org. The Web site provided daily news
updates, pictures, movies, maps, and opportunities for

students, parents and the general public to write in with
questions or comments. 

The Web site allowed us an ongoing conversation
with curious junior-high students in the United States.
The immediacy was one of the many strengths of the
virtual dig. “Each day there was something new and the
kids learned along with us,” Dr. Schuler said. 

Curriculum creator Tim Schumacher, a teacher at St.
Peter Lutheran School, Edina, Minn., and a team mem-
ber, explained his appreciation of what the virtual dig
gave students: “The strength of the virtual dig was its

The Roman layout of Hippos is evident in the city streets
at right angles to one another at the dig site.

WANT TO JOIN THE DIG?
During the last four years, the volunteers with Concordia

University, St. Paul, Minn., working with teams from
Israel and Poland, have unearthed remains of an Early
Bronze settlement, Hellenistic temple, a Roman forum, two
early Christian Byzantine churches, and the main city gate.

If this sounds interesting and rewarding to you, you can
get more information about joining the 2005 team at
http://hippos.archaeology.csp.edu.

The 2005 season of excavations at Hippos will be July 3 to
July 28. As in previous seasons, the team will join students
from the University of Haifa and a team from Warsaw, Poland. 

The minimum length of stay for volunteers is two weeks.
No experience is required, but volunteers must be capable

of rigorous work.
The deadline for applying is June 1. Room and board

arrangements include air-conditioned rooms (three persons
per room) by the Sea of Galilee and full board. 

The cost is $390 for a full week or $1,390 for the entire
four-week season.

Glenn Borchers clears soil and rock away from the bones
in a tomb where he found two additional skulls.
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innovative attempt to connect the
archaeology team and their daily
experiences with students. Students
are unable to go back in time to see
Hippos when it was a ‘living’ city.
Students are not even able to visit
Hippos today and see the remains of
the ancient city. But through the
online sharing of the experience by
the virtual dig team through words,
sound, and pictures, the students
made a connection to the history,
geography, religion, and culture of a
distant place and time.” 

The virtual-dig helped the partici-
pating school children to reach 
out and “get dirty” in the world of
archaeology. Yvonne, a junior-high
student from St. Peter Lutheran
School in Edina, Minn., learned
“archaeology isn’t just about digging
up bones and pottery [and] that 
college professors are not the only
people on an archaeological dig.”

The art of discovery
“Hey, Dr. Schuler, I think you

should come look at this!” 
From the moment our boots

tromped the dusty roads at Hippos,
everyone on the team wanted to dis-
cover something special at the dig
site. Boy, were we in for a surprise.
One of the first things my team mem-
bers and I discovered were muscles
we never knew existed! In truth,
every day was a discovery. It was
almost incomprehensible to think
that hundreds of years ago, people
walked where I was walking and
lived in a thriving city that the volun-
teers were working to uncover. 

So, what were the most significant
finds? Well, I think it depends on
whom you ask. If you ask Dr. Schuler
or Glenn Borchers, who spent three
weeks excavating the bones from the
cist tomb, they would probably say
finding the two “extra” skulls. If you
asked Rev. Jim and Karen Laatsch,
they might tell you about the double
layer of mosaic floor they found in
the nave of the little church. If you
asked Ben Carnehl, a history student
from Concordia University, River
Forest, Ill., he would probably say the
piece of chancel screen he found on
its way to the dump pile. If you asked
Rev. Stan Ostgren, he would grin and
tell you about a coin he found on his
last day at the dig site. 

Journalist Marc Hequet might say
he found a love of conversation
through the virtual dig. Tim
Schumacher found lots of large basalt
stones and creative ways to get com-
puters to talk to each other. Rev. Jim
Rogers might laugh and maybe, just
maybe, tell you about the “ancient”
candy-bar wrapper he found. Brian
Roemen “found that Israel is, along
with its stunning beauty and religious
significance, an ordinary place. This
discovery helped me to understand
the fact that just as Jesus—God’s
Son—dwelt in Israel, so can He dwell
in ordinary places like my own home-
town today.” 

FOLLOW THE
ADVENTURE
ONLINE

The team from Concordia
University, St. Paul, will again

offer a virtual-dig experience at
http://virtualdig.org. The Web site
will include a public section with
news articles, audio clips, and photos
posted during the dig. A virtual-dig
classroom (registration required) will
offer additional resources targeted to
children in upper elementary grades,
including the opportunity to ask
questions of the excavation team.

HISTORY OF
HIPPOS (SUSSITA) 

Hippos is a Greek city approxi-
mately 1.25 mile east of the Sea

of Galilee. Hippos means “horse”;
Sussita is the Aramaic word. 

Pompey took Hippos
from the Jews in 63 B.C.
Later, Augustus gave the city
to Herod the Great. After
Herod’s death it became part
of the Province of Syria.
During their revolt against
Rome, the Jews attacked
Hippos. 

The city was rebuilt along
Roman design with streets
at right angles to one anoth-
er. On the south side, parts
of the wall still stand tall,
providing an excellent view
of the Roman road. 

At the eastern end there
are caves, tomb doors, and
other evidence of burials. 

During the Byzantine
period, Hippos was the seat
of a bishop and it enjoyed
great prosperity. The city
was probably abandoned
after an earthquake in A.D.
748.

Jim Laatsch and Brian Roemen take a
break from clearing a corridor near
one of the churches at Hippos.

              



And we all discovered the
Holy Land—the land of our
Savior. We walked on the dusty
roads. We swam in the Sea of
Galilee. 

“It brought home to me the
connection we have as people of
faith with those believers who
have gone before us,” said team
member Karen Laatsch. “Seeing
the church, the tombs, and the
crosses on the mosaic floor
made it clear to me that each
Christian has a role in living as a
witness for Jesus. We cannot
know how our lives will influ-
ence the future, but we must
live with the trust that God uses
us for His purpose in the world.”

Well, I didn’t find another
tomb. I didn’t find the Holy
Grail, which we often joked
about finding. I didn’t find an oil
lamp. And I didn’t uncover an
inscription in the mosaic floor. 

I discovered people who
experienced love and pain. I
discovered joy and celebration. 
I discovered brief segments of
the past. I came face-to-face
with and contemplated the 
forbearers of the faith. And I
became a part of Hippos history.
I left my footprints in the dust
up on Sussita.

APRIL 2005

Jennifer J. Mills is 
a public relations
specialist at Concordia
University, St. Paul,
Minn.
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Maria Skånberg, a volunteer digger from Sweden, and Ben Carnehl, a history student
from Concordia University, River Forest, Ill., experience the morning walk to work.
Hippos is on the top of Mount Sussita more than 1,000 feet above the Sea of Galilee.

The team gathers near the shore of the Sea of Galilee to clean buckets and buckets of
pottery shards and other interesting items from the dig site.

      



The umpire yells “play ball,”
and the kids in their base-
ball uniforms scramble 

out onto the ball field. Coaches
bark out instructions from the
dugout to the jumpy players:
“Keep your eye on the ball.” 
“Stay in front of the ball.” 
“Don’t fall asleep on the bases.”
“Follow through!”

I heard that last instruction
many times as I played baseball in
my youth. I was enthusiastic, but
only slightly talented. I just could-
n’t get all I should have out of my
swing and my throws because I
didn’t “follow through.” My arms
stopped when they needed to keep
moving to give the ball more dis-
tance. 

Even now I hear from the guys
on our golf outings, “Pastor, you
would have a much better game if
you just followed through on that
swing.”

Following through is also good
advice off the field. We are told to
follow through with school so we
can get a diploma, follow through
with work assignments so they are
completed on time and done well,
follow through in our marriages
and the commitment to stay
together from the day we spoke
our vows on our wedding day “till
death do us part,” and to follow
through with our children and give
them the attention they need from
birth to adulthood.

And it could be said that we
need to follow through on the
teachings of our Christian faith.

Let’s start at the beginning.
Read Rom. 6:1–14 and 10:17. When
did your faith begin? 
______________________________

______________________________

SearchingSCRIPTURE

Describe the life of faith accord-
ing to God’s Word in 2 Tim. 1:9.
______________________________

______________________________

Read 2 Tim. 3:14–17. What does
it have to say about following
through on the teachings of our
faith? 
______________________________

______________________________

What does God give us so that
we can follow through and lead a
life of faith? (See also 1 Tim. 2:14
and Gal. 5:22–25.)
______________________________

______________________________

In Acts 20:24, St. Paul writes
about following through “to finish
the race.” According to this pas-
sage, what common goal lies
behind all of our endeavors to
“follow through” on God’s “good
work” of faith that His Spirit has
begun within us? See also Phil. 1:6. 
______________________________

______________________________

Now read Phil. 1:21–26. Is our
life of faith ever in vain? 
______________________________

______________________________

Paul does follow through to the
end. Read 2 Tim. 4:6–8. What will
Paul and all believers receive at
the end? 
______________________________

______________________________

How does this encourage you to
follow through? 
______________________________

______________________________

What further encouragement
does God give us for “following
through” in 1 Peter 5:10–12 and
Jude 24–25?
______________________________

______________________________

Rev. Thomas Engel is
pastor of Redeemer
Lutheran Church in
Louisville, Ken.

Following through has helped
my golf game. My putting improved
when I learned to swing the putter
like a pendulum—although my
drives still need a lot of work.

Life has its troubles, and you
may feel like quitting at times.
But, God gave you faith, and 
He promises to strengthen and
sustain you in this faith by the
power of His Holy Spirit working
through His Word and Sacraments.
At the end, by God’s grace and
through faith in Christ alone, you
will receive eternal life.

FOLLOWING THROUGH by Tom Engel

SuperStockTHE LUTHERAN WITNESS

               



from the PRESIDENT

urable love, grace, and mercy
toward mankind has permitted the
pure, unalloyed, and unadulterat-
ed light of his holy Gospel and of
the Word that alone brings salva-
tion to appear to our beloved
fatherland, the German nation,
and to light its way out of papistic
superstition and darkness. There-
upon a short confession was com-
piled out of the divine, prophetic,
and apostolic Scriptures. It was
submitted in the German and 
Latin languages by our pious and
Christian predecessors to the then
Emperor Charles V, of most praise-
worthy memory, at the Diet of
Augsburg in the year 1530, pre-
sented in the presence of all the
estates of the empire, and published
and proclaimed in all of Christen-
dom throughout the wide world.” 

As I read these words recently,
I was reminded of the great privi-
lege we have as Lutheran
Christians to give thanks that
God’s “immeasurable love, grace,
and mercy toward mankind” has
made it possible for “the pure,
unalloyed, and unadulterated light
of his holy Gospel and of the Word
that alone brings salvation” to be
“published and proclaimed ...
throughout the wide world.” 

You and I can be thankful that
those who have gone before us in
the faith have been diligently at
work for more than 100 years to
publish and proclaim the precious
truth of the Gospel in many parts
of the world. For example, our
Synod became involved in sharing
the Gospel in many parts of the
world during the first 100 years of
its existence.

Here are the places and years in
which this early mission work was
begun: India, 1895; United Kingdom,

Elsewhere in this issue of The
Lutheran Witness, you’ll see
that 2005 is being observed

as the 425th anniversary of the
Book of Concord.

The Book of Concord contains
those well-known documents col-
lectively known as the Lutheran
Confessions. They are:

• The Three Ecumenical Creeds
(Apostles’, Nicene, and
Athanasian)

• The Augsburg Confession
(1530)

• Apology of the Augsburg
Confession (1531)

• The Smalcald Articles (1537)

• Treatise on the Power and
Primacy of the Pope (1537)

• The Small Catechism (1529)

• The Large Catechism (1529)

• Formula of Concord (1577)

In our Synod, we accept the
Holy Scriptures as “the written
Word of God and the only rule and
norm of faith and of practice” and
the Lutheran Confessions “as a true
and unadulterated statement and
exposition of the Word of God ...”
(LCMS Constitution, Art. II).

The Word of God and the
Lutheran Confessions are very
important in accomplishing the
first objective of our Synod, to
“conserve and promote the unity 
of the true faith ...” (LCMS
Constitution, Art. III). Thus, it is
proper for the LCMS to focus ener-
gy and attention at all times,
including in this anniversary year,
on the Holy Scriptures and the
Lutheran Confessions.

One small portion of the Preface
to the Book of Concord says: “In
these last times of this transitory
world almighty God in his immeas-

DECLARE HIS GLORY ... 
AMONG THE NATIONS

1896; Brazil, 1900; Argentina, 1905;
Cuba, 1911; China, 1913; Ceylon
(Sri Lanka), 1927; Nigeria, 1936;
Paraguay, 1938; Mexico, 1940;
Panama, 1941; Philippines, 1946;
and Guatemala, 1947.

Since the Synod’s centennial in
1947, mission work has begun in
many more countries of the world.
I’ll write more about that in a future
issue.

How blessed we are to be able to
celebrate God’s “immeasurable
love, grace, and mercy toward
mankind” in this year of the 425th
anniversary of the Book of
Concord! May His Holy Spirit con-
tinue to bless our efforts to publish
and proclaim the truth of His love
in Christ “throughout the wide
world.” And may our hearts burn
within us as we declare His glory
among all nations, Ablaze! with
Christ’s love! 

God’s grace, mercy, and peace
be with you all! 

Jerry Kieschnick
Lives Transformed through Christ,
in Time ... for Eternity!
John 3:16 –17
e-mail: president@lcms.org
Web page: www.lcms.org/president
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